
 

 

Friday 26th January 2024 

Our School Value:  Courage 
“Be strong and brave.  Don’t be afraid.  The Lord your God will be with you everywhere you go.” Joshua 1.9  

Dear Families, 

It's been a busy week in school with lots of visitors in school which we 
love! 

On Monday, we had Caroline Jobling visit school. Caroline's role is to 
support us with our teaching and learning and she had a brilliant 
visit. Caroline was impressed by the way children were focused and 
listening in lessons and could see great learning across the school - 
well done everyone. 

Rev. Manda Arthur joined us for worship on Wednesday and shared 
the story of David and Goliath. The Bible story is another great 
example of courage and standing up for what we believe in. We are 
looking forward to Rev. Manda coming back into school after half-
term. 

Alison Lloyd joined for a lunch-time drop in on Thursday. Alison is 
going to be running so exciting sessions with our Owls around 
recognising and managing our feelings - this will further support the 
great work already done in our PSHE lessons. 

We also had a visit from VIP Education this week. We have seen some 
great improvements in 
attendance! It remains a key 
focus of ours to ensure all 
children are attending as much 
school as possible; if attendance 
is a concern for you, don't 
hesitate to get in touch to see 
how we can better work 
together.  

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



 

Swimming Gymnastics 



Wanted Class Foxes 

Could all children in 
class Foxes please 
bring an empty & 

clean jam jar to school 
by next week - we are 

currently 7 short..  Many 
thanks Mrs Carrington 

Courage 
We are looking for children who are happy 

to share examples of times they have 
shown courage at our next church service. 
Please speak to your children about this at 
home and let their class teacher know if 

they would like to be part of this.  

Brain Health link 
We've had a great 

parent 
recommendation 

to support teachers 
and parents in 
promoting good 
brain health - 

thank you! Follow 
the link to find a 

pack and activities 
you can use at 
home: https://

www.brainhealth.s
cot/amazingbrain   

Each year on Thursday 22 February, 
members of the Girl Guide and Scout 
movements celebrate World Thinking 
Day. It’s a day when they think of 

each other and give thanks and 
appreciation for the international friendships.  22nd 
February was chosen as the date for Thinking Day 
because it was the mutual birthday of Lord Baden-
Powell, founder of the Boy Scout Movement, and his 
wife Olave, who served as World Chief Guide.  One 

of the traditions of Thinking Day is that members of 
the Guiding and Scouting movements wear their 

uniforms to school to show others that they are part 
of the movement, therefore we support any children 
in the scouting movement if they would like to come 

to school in their uniforms. 

Today Aliyah told us all in 
Worship how her dad has climbed 
Mount Kilimanjaro to raise funds 

for charity!  She showed us a 
plaque that he had made for her 

when he reached the top. 
What an amazing achievement! 

https://www.brainhealth.scot/amazingbrain
https://www.brainhealth.scot/amazingbrain
https://www.brainhealth.scot/amazingbrain


The children get asked each morning what they would like to eat at lunchtime. 

Please note we will NOT be offering a sandwich option during winter. 

Nursery - September 2024 
We are now taking names for children 

wishing to start at our school nursery in 
September 2024. Places are limited so 
please could you drop in / contact the 

office for a form so we can add your child’s name to our list by Monday 8th 
April - places will be allocated w/c 15th April 2024. If you are already in our 
nursery and wish to change or increase sessions for September then please 

email the office with your request.  

NO NUTS! 

Please note do not send children to school with any items containing nuts due to children who have 
allergies.  Thank you 



In maths we have been weighing items found around the classroom 

In PSHE Owls have been thinking about the importance of  kindness. They talked about a range 
of ways in which we can show kindness to others, such as by sharing, helping, being generous 
and giving compliments. They played a game to help them to practise giving compliments to 

others. They walked around the classroom and when Miss Laing said stop they paired up with 
the nearest person and gave each other a compliment. They then repeated this lots of times. Miss 
Laing overheard some lovely compliments and noticed that all the children had huge beaming 

smiles on their faces throughout and after this activity. 

Lola said to Aliyah:  

‘You’re very good at dancing.’ 

Aoife said to Alfie:  

‘You do a great job on the 
school council.’ 

Lucas said to Dexter:  

‘You’re brilliant on the monkey bars.’ 

Freddie said to Miss Laing:  

‘I like your silver necklace.’ 

Ted said to Pippa:  

‘I like your shiny shoes.’  



We would like the children to create reviews of 
their favourite books, today each child has 
been sent home with a book review sheet to complete at home.  These can be 
returned to the office and a selection will be featured on the Friday Post.  
Extra review sheets will be available from our library and can be completed 
throughout the 
year. 

Strong & Courageous https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t34ajxa7TCI 

One More Step https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PXV3dwaeNU 

This Little Light of Mine https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKkbIZtqhyQ 

 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and 
3rd gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward. 

144 

193 

144 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t34ajxa7TCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PXV3dwaeNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKkbIZtqhyQ


The children have also 
enjoyed exploring our 

new Maths Shed outside. 
Nursery have been 

creating space missions 
involving jumping and 

balancing and Reception 
created their own launch 
pads to blast items into 

space. 

We have incorporated lots 
of our new learning into 
our play. In maths, we 

have been looking at alien 
shapes and describing 

their properties, rotating 
them to see how different 

they look if they were 
floating in space. 

We are gaining more and 
more phonics knowledge as 
Nursery think about initial 

sounds in words and 
Reception start building 
their Phase 3 phonics 

knowledge and consolidate 
their Phase 2 knowledge in 
their reading and writing. 



What makes a person good? 

Our next BIG QUESTION 

To develop our philosophical thinking we ask the children a BIG question each week!  As a family take time 
to discuss the big question!  Miss  Phillips listens to the children’s thoughts on the question during Worship 

on Friday. 

Alex “If you don’t eat with a fork and you’re ill 
then germs will go on your food” 

Aliyah “the pointy bits where it goes into your 
food” 

Savannah “the top bit, as you could use that to 
dig into your food” 

What is the most important part of a fork ? 

Fran “you need all of it, it’s like a school 
needs adults & children” 

Jenson “all of it, you can’t have the top bit 
without the bottom bit” 

Imelda “the bit where your hand holds it, you 
can’t use a fork without holding it” 

 

School Attendance 22nd - 26th January 2024 

Hedgehogs        97% 

Owls      84% 

Foxes        97% 

Whole School  92.8% 

The National target for attendance, 
as set out in guidance from the DFE 

is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local 
Authority for term time holidays. 

 

Mr Woodward, who is a member of our LAC, visited 
us today and joined in with our whole school 
worship .  Mr Woodward was most impressed by 
“the depth of the thinking the children showed 

when discussing a fork”!  

When walking around the school he also expressed 
how nice it was to ‘see the school in action’. 



Foxes have been measuring items on the playground 
using metres & centimetres 



Glossary of Reading Terms 
 
Blending: Reading the individual sounds in a word and then putting those sounds together to 
read the whole word. One of the first ways that children learn to decode words. 
 
Comprehension (reading): The understanding of what has been read. Just as important as 
decoding. Some children are excellent decoders, but struggle to understand what they have 
read. The teaching of reading in schools has an increasing focus on comprehension. 
'Comprehension' is also sometimes used to describe a set of questions which children may be 
asked to answer related to a text they have read. 
 
CVC/CCVC/CVCC words: C - consonant, V - vowel. So a CVC word is consonant-vowel-
consonant e.g. 'cat'. An example CCVC word would be 'stop', CVCC would be 'mask'. Some of 
the earliest words children learn to read and write as they use the basic letter sounds learnt 
first in phonics teaching. 
 
Decoding: Reading words in a text using phonic knowledge and knowledge of sight words. 
The ability to decode needs to be accompanied by the ability to understand what is being 
read (comprehension). 
 
Fluency: The ability to read or write at a comfortable pace without undue hesitation which 
could impact on meaning or understanding. 
 
GPC: Grapheme-phoneme correspondence. Relates to the individual letters or letters strings 
which represent individual sounds in the language. 
Grapheme: A written symbol (or group of letters) that represents a sound (phoneme), for ex-
ample, a, f, ch, ow. There are 26 letters in the English language and 44 phonemes. 
Inference: Reaching a conclusion based on evidence. Children are taught inference as part of 
their reading comprehension as it requires an ability to look beyond the text on the page, 
and to collect evidence on a character's thoughts, feelings and motivations. For example, 'I 
think Goldilocks is naughty because she goes into the Three Bears' house and eats their por-
ridge when they are not there.' 
 
Intonation/Expression: Varying the tone of voice when reading a text aloud in order to make 
the text interesting for the listener. A good sign that a child is becoming a fluent reader. 
 
Phoneme: A unit of sound within a word. For example, the word 'dog' consists of three pho-
nemes, d - o - g; the word 'charm' also consists of three phonemes, ch - ar - m. There are 44 
phonemes in the English language compared with 26 letters. 
 
Prediction: Using evidence from a text to say what may happen next, what events may un-
fold or how a character may behave. A key part of a pupils' comprehension of their reading. 
 
Segmenting: Breaking a word into its constituent sounds for the purpose of writing those 
sounds down to spell the word. 



Owls are enjoying finding out about the events of The 
Great Fire of London. Our lovely display is certainly 

brightening up the classroom. 
Printing the fiery backgrounds was rather a messy job 

though! 



Thursday 8th February  Church Service - parents welcome to join us approx. 9.15am 

Friday 9th February Inset Day 

Mon 12th Feb - Fri 16th Feb Half Term 

Thursday 22nd February 
Rainbows, Brownies, Beavers, Cubs can come to school in 
their uniform 

Tuesday 19th March  Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 20th March Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Friday 22nd March Easter Church Service - parents welcome to join us at 9.15am 

Mon 25th Mar - Fri 5th April Easter Holiday 

Monday 6th May Bank holiday school closed 

Wednesday 15th - 17th May Foxes - Laches Wood Residential - more info to follow 

Friday 24th May Inset Day 

Mon 27th - 31st May Half Term 

Friday 19th July Last day of academic year 

Monday 22nd July Inset Day 

  

  

  

PE  Timetable January 2024 

Thursday - Owls & Foxes 

Friday - Hedgehogs & Owls 

Friday - Foxes will be swimming 

Please make sure your 
child has their PE kit 
in school.  Thank you 
for your co-operation 

Road closure update:  

As per the letter sent out last week, School Lane will be closed at the bridge from 
Monday 12th February for up to 16 weeks. We have been in touch with the team at 
Staffordshire County Council, who have assured us that they will be present during 
this time to monitor the progress and do all they reasonably can to support.  




