
 

 

Friday 19th January 2024 

Our School Value:  Courage 
“Be strong and brave.  Don’t be afraid.  The Lord your God will be with you everywhere you go.” Joshua 1.9  

Dear Families, 

What a cold week it has been! The school site 
has looked beautiful and I particularly 
enjoyed taking Owls for a wintery walk on 
Thursday to inspire our writing. 

We started the week with a visit from Alison 
Lloyd - our education mental health 
practitioner - who led an assembly on 'Feelings'. It was a great 
message about how no feeling is wrong, and Alison gave the children 
lots of practical strategies for dealing with difficult feelings. The 
children spoke confidently about what they had learned, so do ask 
them at home. Alison will be back in school on Thursday for a 
lunchtime drop in. 

We had a visit from a member of the Connectivity Support Team at 
Staffordshire County Council this week. They came to view the area 
to help address the concerns that have been raised around parking 
and are going to help us with the process of campaigning for a lower 
speed limit. In the meantime, we ask that you continue to park 
carefully and be mindful of supporting children in safely crossing the 
road.  

We have been busy practising the song 'Give It all You've Got!' which 
we have recorded. This will be made into a short film made up of all 
of the schools who are part of Staffordshire University Academy Trust 

- we look forward to being able 
to share this with the children 
once it has been produced! 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



Children who have 
started keyboard lessons 
this term have all been 
given a home/school 

diary this week - if you 
take a look inside, Mrs 

Lee has given a 
suggestion for a book you 
might like to purchase.  



How does God show love? 

Fran “he created the world for us” 

Savannah “he’s always with you” 

Edie “he gives us food and shelter” 

How does Jesus show our school value of love? 

Mason “he died on the cross” 

Elijah  “because he made a blind man see” 

Aliyah “ he became incarnate” 

Pippa “he made the world” 

Preston “he was crucified” 

How does the Holy spirit bring love? 

Imelda “Helps us and is always with us” 

Aliyah “He gives us new language” 

Savannah “always with us, always by our side” 

In Worship this morning Miss Phillips  
asked the following questions: 

Owls have really enjoyed learning 
about portraits in their art lessons. 
Aliyah has loved the activities so 
much that she went home and 

drew portraits of herself and Miss 
Laing! 



for your generous donations! 



Earrings & long hair 
Could we please ask that earrings are removed before school 

on PE days.  If your child can not remove them at the 
moment then they MUST be taped up (please show your child 

how to do this), long hair should also be tied up. 

Hedgehogs 

All children have settled well after 
Christmas and we now would like children 
in Reception to become more independent 

in coming into class on their own in a 
morning.  If parents could say their 

goodbyes before they walk up the ramp, 
letting their child find their own coat peg 
this would be a great start! Many thanks 

for your co-operation Mr Atkins 

Wanted Class Foxes 

Could all children in class 
Foxes please bring an 

empty & clean jam jar to 
school.  Many thanks Mrs Carrington 

Courage 
We are looking for children who are 
happy to share examples of times 
they have shown courage at our 

next church service. Please speak to 
your children about this at home 
and let their class teacher know if 
they would like to be part of this.  

Trim Trail 

For reasons of safety could we ask 
that you do not let your children 

play on the trim trail at home time. 
Thank you for your co-operation 

TOPIC WEBS 
Topic webs for this term are now available 

to view on the ‘Curriculum page’ our 
website—take a look to see what your 

child is learning this term. https://www.st
-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/# 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/


Our alien eggs have hatched and we have a new class member called Zee Zee. 
We have been working out where she has come from in space. Our first 

thought was the Moon so we have been finding out about it. We have created 
lots of art to help us understand why the Moon changes shape and we made 
a rocket for Zee Zee to go to the moon based on our class tory Whatever Next!  

In our RE topic about the church we have been looking at 
stain glass windows and the stories they can tell. The chil-

dren were able to recognize people from the Bible. It in-
spired us to make stained glass using ice.  Children from 

other classes have been amazed at our sculpture! 



The children get asked each morning what they would like to eat at lunchtime. 

Please note we will NOT be offering a sandwich option during winter. 

Nursery - September 2024 
We are now taking names for children 

wishing to start at our school nursery in 
September 2024. Places are limited so 
please could you drop in / contact the 

office for a form so we can add your child’s name to our list by Monday 8th 
April - places will be allocated w/c 15th April 2024. If you are already in our 
nursery and wish to change or increase sessions for September then please 

email the office with your request.  

NO NUTS! 

Please note do not send children to school with any items containing nuts due to children who have 
allergies.  Thank you 



Although it says summer, below is a link to 
a Winter mini reading challenge! 

 https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ 

We would like the children to create reviews of 
their favourite books, next week each child will 
be sent home with a book review sheet to complete at home.  These can be 
returned to the office and a selection will be featured on the Friday Post.  Extra 
review sheets will be available from our library and can 
be completed throughout 
the year. 

What is good about reading? 

Children in Foxes have been discussing what is good about reading, and have come 
up with some excellent points: 
 Learn more facts 
 The more you read the better you get 
 It enhances your learning 
 You spend more time off technology 
 Helps you to focus more 
 It’s fun to find your favourite book 
 
They then discussed if they would prefer a book against an ‘E book’: 
 E-books don’t show expression 
 If you are dyslexic, it is good to have a book read to you or listen to a story 
 Sharing an actual book with family is special 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/




Today we became 
craftspeople. We made 
some teddy bears and 
were given a time limit 
to complete them. We 

then represented 
factory workers by 

trying to make a higher 
quantity of bears. We 
discussed quality and 
quantity and thought 

about whether 
spending longer on our 

bears would create 
more quality or not.  

The aim was to create 
the highest quality 

bear without 
sacrificing on the 

time limit.  

This week in PSHE, we have been thinking about how we work well as a team. We 
looked at a range of scenarios and worked together in small groups to think about 

some of the positive and negative behaviours.  

We then played a game which required us to work as a team. We were all given a 
number and were told that from that moment on, we weren't allowed to 

communicate with each other. We had to get ourselves into the correct order as 
quickly as we could without speaking to each other. It was a tricky task! 



What is the most important part of a fork ? 

Our next BIG QUESTION 

To develop our philosophical thinking we ask the children a BIG question each week!  As a family take time 
to discuss the big question!  Miss  Phillips listens to the children’s thoughts on the question during Worship 

on Friday. 

Alex “No, because they don’t eat” 

Pippa  “It depends if someone is climbing it or 
not”  

Do trees feel? 
Fran “Yes, if you are near a tree you can feel 
it’s energy” 

Danny “No, because you need a brain to live”  

 

School Attendance 15th - 19th January 2024 

Hedgehogs        94% 

Owls      89% 

Foxes        97% 

Whole School  93.8% 

The National target for attendance, 
as set out in guidance from the DFE 

is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local 
Authority for term time holidays. 

 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and 
3rd gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward. 

151 

133 88 



In art Owls have been finding out how colours can be used to 
convey emotions. We have been learning about Picasso and have 
studied some of the portraits he painted during his ‘Blue Period’ 

when he used lots of shades of blue in his work to convey 
sadness. 

 

Woman with Folded Arms (1902)  

 

The children had a go at drawing their own portraits using cool colours. 



Thursday 8th February  Church Service - parents welcome to join us approx. 9.15am 

Friday 9th February Inset Day 

Mon 12th Feb - Fri 16th Feb Half Term 

Tuesday 19th March  Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 20th March Parents Evening - more info to follow 

Friday 22nd March Easter Church Service - parents welcome to join us at 9.15am 

Mon 25th Mar - Fri 5th April Easter Holiday 

Monday 6th May Bank holiday school closed 

Wednesday 15th - 17th May Foxes - Laches Wood Residential - more info to follow 

Friday 24th May Inset Day 

Mon 27th - 31st May Half Term 

Friday 19th July Last day of academic year 

Monday 22nd July Inset Day 

  

  

  

  

PE  Timetable January 2024 

Thursday - Owls & Foxes 

Friday - Hedgehogs & Owls 

Friday - Foxes will be swimming 

Please make sure your 
child has their PE kit 
in school.  Thank you 
for your co-operation 

 Be on time at quarter to nine! 

A reminder that the school gates open at 8:35am 
and close at 8:45am each morning.  Any child 
arriving once the gate is closed will need to be 
signed in late via the school office.  Thank you. 




