
 

 

Friday 12th January 2024 

Our School Value:  Courage 
“Be strong and brave.  Don’t be afraid.  The Lord your God will be with you everywhere you go.” Joshua 1.9  

Dear Families, 

It feels a little late in the month to be saying "Happy New Year!" but 
it has been a happy start to the school term and as always we have 
loved welcoming the children back into school. 

We also have a visit from local PCSO, Phil Millichap, on Monday. 
Phil was keen to hear about some of the concerns that have been 
expressed about driving and parking outside school. He is going to 
support us in looking into how we can request a lower speed-limit. 
Phil is also keen to get to know the school more and will be 
arranging to come back and spend time working with the children. 

Hedgehogs came back to some unusual discoveries in their classroom 
on Monday - check out the photos on Facebook and later in the Post! 
This sparked much excited talk and investigation! 

Owls have enjoyed beginning their art learning on portraits. We are 
very much looking forward to seeing how this learning develops and 
will no doubt have lots of photos to share with you over the coming 
weeks! 

Foxes had their first swimming lesson today - well done to everyone 
for having a go and getting stuck in. Mrs Carrington and Mr Waters 
are excited to see the progress the 
children will make over the term.  

We have also welcomed Miss Tyler into 
school this week, who is a trainee 
teacher from Staffordshire University. It 
is great to develop our links with the 
University and we are looking forward to 
working with her.  

Miss Phillips  



for your generous donations! 

Wanted Class 

Foxes 

Could all children in 
class Foxes please 

bring an empty & clean jam 
jar to school in the new year.  
Many thanks Mrs Carrington 

COURAGE 

We are looking for children who are happy 
to share examples of times they have 

shown courage at our next church service. 
Please speak to your children about this at 
home and let their class teacher know if 

they would like to be part of this.  



Please could you check your ParentPay accounts 
and pay any outstanding Before or After School 
club fees and dinner money.  Payment for school clubs is also 

now due  Many thanks 

HEDGEHOGS 

All children have settled well 
after Christmas and we now 

would like children in Reception 
to become more independent in 
coming into class on their own 
in a morning.  If parents could 
say their goodbyes before they 
walk up the ramp, letting their 
child find their own coat peg 
this would be a great start! 
Many thanks for your co-

operation Mr Atkins 

 

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, 
Beavers, Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Swimming Horse Riding Golf 

Lost Property 

Please may we 
remind you to name 
EVERY piece of school 
clothing, drinks bottles and lunch 
boxes.  A permanent marker on a 
washing label works just as well as 
sew in or iron on tags.  Any items 
with a name on will be returned to 
their owner! Un-named items will 
be placed in our Lost Property box 
which can be found by the School 
Reception entrance. 



The children get asked each morning what they would like to eat at lunchtime. 

Please note we will NOT be offering a sandwich option during winter. 

Contact Details 

Don’t forget if you have 
moved, changed your 

mobile phone number or 
email address over 

Christmas to let the office 
know.  It is important we 
can get in touch with you 
should your child become 

unwell.  
Call us on 01785 712488 
with any changes or 

email: office@st-
leonards-

dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

 

 

 

Fruit 

Children in Nursery through to the end 
of Year 2 are supplied with 1 piece of 
fruit per day from the Government.  

Please could children in Foxes (Y3 & Y4) 
remember to bring a piece of fruit to eat 

at break time, no crisps or chocolates 
please.  If you are sending in grapes or 
small tomatoes these MUST be cut in 

half lengthways. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 



Children in Early Years 
arrived to mysterious green 
slime in their outdoor area 

this week! 

After much searching they 
found ‘alien eggs’!! 



 

Foxes have been exploring the school 
grounds looking for animals in their 

natural habitats. 



Children in Owls 
are learning 

about portraits in 
their art lessons. 
This week they 

had a go at 
drawing self-

portraits.  



Do trees feel? 

Our next BIG QUESTION 

To develop our philosophical thinking we ask the children a BIG question each week!  As a family take time 
to discuss the big question!  Miss  Phillips listens to the children’s thoughts on the question during Worship 

on Friday. 

Fran “It’s as big as you want it to be” 

Pippa “23cm” 

Jarrod “one thousand” 

Xanders question - How big is the universe? 
Jenson “we don’t know as we haven’t even 
discovered half” 

Elijah “Bigger than the world” 

 

School Attendance 8th - 12th January 2024 

Hedgehogs        99% 

Owls      98% 

Foxes        97% 

Whole School  97.6% 

The National target for attendance, 
as set out in guidance from the DFE 

is 95% 

Please note fixed penalty notice referrals will be made to the Local 
Authority for term time holidays. 

 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and 
3rd gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward. 

162 162 

244 





Thursday 8th February  Church Service - parents welcome to join us approx. 9.15am 

Friday 9th February Inset Day 

Mon 12th Feb - Fri 16th Feb Half Term 

Friday 22nd March Easter Church Service - parents welcome to join us 

Mon 25th Mar - Fri 5th April Easter Holiday 

Monday 6th May Bank holiday school closed 

Wednesday 15th - 17th May Foxes - Laches Wood Residential - more info to follow 

Friday 24th May Inset Day 

Mon 27th - 31st May Half Term 

Friday 19th July Last day of academic year 

Monday 22nd July Inset Day 

  

  

  

PE  Timetable January 2024 

Thursday - Owls & Foxes 

Friday - Hedgehogs & Owls 

Friday - Foxes will be swimming 

Please make sure your 
child has their PE kit 
in school.  Thank you 
for your co-operation 

 
Be on time at quarter to nine! 
A reminder that the school gates open at 

8:35am and close at 8:45am each 
morning.  Any child arriving once the gate 
is closed will need to be signed in late via 

the school office.  Thank you. 






