
 

 

Friday 1st December 2023 

Our School Value: Trust  
You, Lord, give true peace. You give peace to those who depend on you. You give peace to those who trust you. 

Isiah 26.3  

Dear Families, 

What a wonderful day to begin advent and the countdown 
to Christmas! 

Our light-switch on is always a calendar highlight and we 
love to gather together to celebrate as a school community. 
The songs are always a highlight, and the tree looks 
fabulous thanks to the creative decorations brought in from 
home! Thanks also to everyone who supported with running 
a stall and to Rising Brook Baptist Church who have 
donated 2 tickets to their Christmas show.  

The addition of the Christingles this year has been a great 
way to remind the children of the Christmas story and why 
Christians believe Jesus came to earth. Staff and children 
enjoyed a morning making these in their leaf teams. We love 
to see the way children from all years work together and 
support one-another here at St. Leonard's. 

Next week, we are looking forward to watching Sinbad the 
Sailor as a Christmas treat. Our post-box has also gone up 
in the main entrance for cards. Rehearsals are continuing for 
The Animals' Nativity and we will be releasing details of 
additional tickets next week. If you are yet to request yours, 
please speak to the office.  

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



Our Christmas 
post box is now 
in the entrance 
hall. Please post 
your cards and 

they will be 
delivered to class. 

Mrs Ashwood (LAC) found judging the 
Christmas tree decorations a tough job, but 
after much thought chose the following 
winners: 

Hedgehogs: Esther 

Owls: Alfie 

Foxes: Fran 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Children can add a festive jumper to 
their school trousers/skirts on 

Wednesday 6th December as they 
will be watching the panto Sinbad 

the sailor! 



Trixie  Sophie  Esme 
 

Myla  Tovah  Bow 

We are so impressed with the children’s 
Christmas decorations, they all enjoyed 

spending time in their teams and 
decorating our Christmas tree this morning. 



Reception 2024 

Do you have a child who will be 5 years old between 1/09/2024 to 
31/08/2025? If so you will be able to apply online for a place in our 

Reception class from Friday 1st November 2021 the closing date is 15th January 
2024. Applications should be made directly at https://

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx 

Please note children who currently attend our school nursery will 
still need to apply for a Reception place.  

 

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with 
us, eg swimming, football, dance, Beavers, Brownies etc please send them 

into school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Gymnastics Swimming 

Foxes have been testing different items in the classroom 
to find out if they are ‘insulators or conductors’ 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx


 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and 
3rd gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward. 

76 

96 

61 

Year 4  - Middle School Applications 

Year 4 parents, please make sure you make your application for 
your next school of choice before 15th January 2024. 

December After School Care invoices 

All payments for December after school care are now due, if you haven’t 
already done so please make payment via your ParentPay account. 



Please note we will NOT be offering a sandwich option during winter. 

Christmas Biscuit or Ice-cream 

 

Don’t forget to complete the Christmas 
dinner survey to order your child’s 
Christmas lunch. 

https://forms.office.com/e/XhXQJhFbxv 

Children can 
wear their party 
clothes on this 

day 

https://forms.office.com/e/XhXQJhFbxv


On your child's forest school day, please send them to school dressed in old clothing you 
do not mind getting dirty. Please also ensure they have wellies to change into, if they 
are not kept at school. Layers and waterproofs are advised because of the wet weather.  

Rec 05.12.2023 Nurs 12.12.2023 

Sinbad the Sailor 

A reminder that payment of £7 for this years panto, is now on ParentPay.  
Children can wear Christmas jumpers with their school trousers/skirts on this 

day. 

Thank you 

 

Class Owls have been practising their sew-
ing skills in preparation for making some 

Christmas tree decorations next week. 
They have all managed to get the hang of 

a simple running stitch. 



Christingles 

Each element of a Christingle has a special meaning and helps to tell the 
Christian story: 

The orange represents the world 
The red ribbon (or tape) symbolises the love and blood of Christ 

The sweets and dried fruit represent all of God’s creations 
The lit candle represents Jesus’s light in the world, bringing hope to 

people living in darkness. 
 

 



 

Year 1 were set the 
task of making an 
Andy Goldsworthy 
style frame from 
natural objects. 



The PTFA are looking 
for volunteers to help serve refreshments at the 

Christmas Nativities Wednesday 13th December at 1:30pm and 
Thursday 14th December at 9:15am - if you are able to help at any of 

these events please contact the school office.  Thank you for your 
support. 

 

School Attendance 27th - 1st December 2023 

Hedgehogs        97% 

Owls      99% 

Foxes        97% 

Whole School   97.6% 

The National target for attendance, 
as set out in guidance from the DFE 

is 95% 

Local Academy Council Updates: 
We are very pleased to announce that both Lucy Haynes and Steph Wilkes 
have joined our LAC as parent governors. They were welcomed to the team at 
our Autumn Term meeting which was held this week. We are excited to work 
together to ensure the continued good work being done at St. Leonards. 

We also welcomed a new co-opted governor to the team - Sean Cassidy - Sean 
lives locally and works for the National Governing Association. He is keen to 
support the wider school community through this role. 

Please look out for members of our LAC at school events, we are working to 
raise their profile within the school community over the coming terms. 



 

We have found out more about India and the roots of Hinduism. The children 
loved watching some children being carried across a river by an elephant and 
couldn’t believe that a billion people lived there. We have shared some brilliant 
homework linked to this topic. The changing weather has given us great 
opportunities to explore the changing states of water when it gets cold. At the 
end of the week we started to look at advent and the start of the Nativity Story.  



Which is more important, being right or 
being kind ? 

Our next BIG QUESTION 

To develop our philosophical thinking we will be asking a BIG question each week!  As a family take time to 
discuss the big question!  Miss  Phillips will listen to the children’s thoughts on the question during Worship 

on Friday. 

Alfie: “If you’re poorly you think of nothing, if 
you’re well you do” 

Harrison F “if you’re in a black room and close 
your eyes you can think of nothing” 

Jarrod “if you turn the light off you can get 
scared” 

Can you think of nothing? 
Fran “you’re always thinking of something, 
even if it’s the word” 

Danny “when you are asleep you think of 
nothing” 

Jenson “when you are in a dark room you 
think of darkness” 

Owls have been making symmetrical 
patterns using Numicon 



Wednesday 6th December 
Whole school Christmas Panto - Sinbad the Sailor - wear 
your Christmas jumpers 

Wednesday 13th December PM Christmas play  

Thursday 14th December AM Christmas play  

Wednesday 20th December Christmas parties & lunch - wear your party clothes 

Thursday 21st December Last day - school closes at 1:30pm 

Friday 22nd December Inset Day 

Monday 8th January Back to school 

Friday 9th February Inset Day 

Mon 12th Feb - Fri 16th Feb Half Term 

Mon 25th Mar - Fri 5th April Easter Holiday 

Monday 6th May Bank holiday school closed 

Friday 24th May Inset Day 

Mon 27th - 31st May Half Term 

Friday 19th July Last day of academic year 

Monday 22nd July Inset Day 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

PE  Timetable Autumn 2023 

Thursday - Owls & Foxes 

Friday - Hedgehogs & Foxes 

Please make sure your 
child has their PE kit 
in school.  Thank you 
for your co-operation 



It is essential that you contact the school before 9.00am on the day 
that your child will be absent due to illness. Please leave a message or 
send an email for each day of absence relating to the illness.  Thank you 









An event being promoted by Ellis, Esme & Lexie in class Foxes 


