
 

 

Friday 24th November 2023 

Our School Value: Trust  
You, Lord, give true peace. You give peace to those who depend on you. You give peace to those who trust you. 

Isiah 26.3  

Dear Families, 

We have had a busy week in school; Christmas rehearsals are in 
full swing and we can't wait to begin our celebrations with you 
next week at our Light Switch On! Please remember to contact 
the office if you will not be able to accompany your child from 
2.45pm. We will be singing carols together before switching on 
the lights and opening our festive stalls. Thank you to everyone 
who has donated chocolate to the tombola today! 

On Wednesday we held our movie night to raise money for the 
PTA. Thanks must go to the school staff who generously gave 
their time to run this event. The children had a great time 
watching Ice Age which was the most voted for movie and 
enjoyed their popcorn too! 

Today we have welcomed Jo Yendole into school from the Rising 
Brook Community Church foodbank. Jo came to thank everyone 
for their generous harvest donations 
and help the children to understand 
how those donations make a 
difference to the lives of so many 
people. She also told us about the 
Warm Space Rising Brook run; Owls 
and Foxes had been exploring Warm 
Spaces in their Picture News this week.  

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



Next week few weeks in Worship we will be 
learning our songs for Christmas: 

Silent Night https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=nEH7_2c644Q 

Ding-dong merrily on high https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJbRURK3zWo 
Christingle song https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=z3YB996-ohc 

Reception 2024 

Do you have a child who will be 5 years old between 1/09/2024 to 
31/08/2025? If so you will be able to apply online for a place in our 

Reception class from Friday 1st November 2021 the closing date is 15th January 
2024. Applications should be made directly at https://

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx 

Please note children who currently attend our school nursery will 
still need to apply for a Reception place.  

Christingles 

Please can all 
children bring an 
orange, satsuma, 
or tangerine into school for 
Thursday 30th November. 

On Friday 1st December, we 
will be gathering in Leaf 

Teams ahead of our 
Christmas Light Switch-On 
to make our Christingles. 

 

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, Beavers, 
Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Gymnastics Football Football 
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This week in science, Foxes have been 
creating circuits to try and light a 

light bulb. 
They demonstrated great teamwork 
during this activity and were really 
excited when they were successful! 



 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and 
3rd gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward. 

111 

194 

168 

Year 4  - Middle School Applications 

Year 4 parents, please make sure you make your application for 
your next school of choice before 15th January 2024. 

After School Clubs & After School Care 
invoices 

All payments for after school clubs and after school care are 
now overdue, if you haven’t already done so please make payment via your 

ParentPay account. 



Raksha Bandhan 
In RE, Owls have been learning about a range of 

religious festivals and how and why they are 
celebrated. This week we found out about the Hindu 

festival of Raksha Bandhan which celebrates the 
relationship between brothers and sisters. On the day 

of the festival a sister ties a bracelet called a rakhi 
around her brother's wrist and the brother promises to 

look after and protect his 
sister in the coming year. 

We designed our own rakhi 
bracelets to give to the 

people we love. 



Please note we will NOT be offering a sandwich option during winter. 

Christmas Biscuit or Ice-cream 

 

Don’t forget to complete the Christmas 
dinner survey to order your child’s 
Christmas lunch. 

https://forms.office.com/e/XhXQJhFbxv 

Children can 
wear their party 
clothes on this 

day 

https://forms.office.com/e/XhXQJhFbxv


On your child's forest school day, please send them to school dressed in old 
clothing you do not mind getting dirty. Please also ensure they have wellies 
to change into, if they are not kept at school. Layers and waterproofs are 
advised because of the wet weather.  

Y1 28.11.2023 Rec 05.12.2023 Nurs 12.12.2023 

DT - Christmas stockings 

Foxes have started to sew Christmas stockings in their D&T sessions - watch this space for 
the end result! 

 

Sinbad 

the Sailor 

A reminder 
that payment 
of £7 for this 

years panto, is 
now on 

ParentPay.  
Children can 

wear Christmas 
jumpers with 
their school 

trousers/skirts 
on this day. 

Thank you 

 

Foxes have been 
locating Capital cities 

of Allied & Axis 
countries. 



 

School Attendance 13th - 17th November 2023 

Hedgehogs        97% 

Owls      95% 

Foxes        92% 

Whole School   93.9% 

The National target for attendance, 
as set out in guidance from the DFE 

is 95% 

PTFA are in need of a Treasurer, do you 
have a little spare time to be able to help the 
PTFA by collecting any money raised from 
fundraising events and paying them in to the 
PTFA bank account?  If so, please speak to 

Leisha Hatton PTFA Chair or contact the office who will pass on your details.  
The PTFA are an important part of school life they raise funds to help school 
provide those ‘little extras’ that school funding doesn’t cover.  In the past the 
PTFA have subsidised school trips, played a huge part in our school library 
renovation, provided prizes for competitions, paid for new books in school the 
list is endless and without it the children will miss out on these nice things - 
please if you have a little time to spare consider helping out, it would be 
very much appreciated.  Help also needed at the Christmas lights switch on 
1st November from 2:15pm onwards.  Help also needed at the Christmas 
plays to serve refreshments.  Please let the office know if you can help at any 
of the upcoming events, thank you. 

The children had a fabulous time at 
Film night on Wednesday, popcorn 
and squash plus leaving school in 

the dark was so much fun - plus the 
PTFA raised over £250.00 for their 

funds which is fantastic! 



Y1 were making 
natural picture 

frames inspired by 
Andy Goldsworthy. 



If you are doing your 
Christmas shopping 
on –line this year, 
don’t forget to go 

through 
Easyfundraising and 
help us to raise funds 
with no cost to you!  

 

St Leonards School Dunston PTFA 

Our  PTFA will be arranging a Christmas tree to the 
children again this year.  The tree will need to be filled 
with decorations to fill us with Christmas cheer so we 
are asking all the children to create an eco decoration 

that can be put on the tree.  

Entries will be £2.00 each. Please note money will 
need to go directly to our PTFA by putting the money 
in an envelope with your child’s name on the outside 
and placing it in the PTFA . Children and parents can 
enter and everyone can enter more than once. We are 
looking forward to seeing your creations. Please have 
your finished decoration in school by Monday 27th 
November - there are prizes to be won - 1 per class! 

The PTFA are looking for volunteers to help serve refreshments at the 
Christmas light switch on, Friday 1st December at 2:30pm and also at the 
Christmas Nativities Wednesday 13th December at 1:30pm and Thursday 

14th December at 9:15am - if you are able to help at any of these events please contact the 
school office.  Thank you for your support. 



 

The children have really enjoyed learning more about Diwali. They love the 
Rama and Sita Story and made a small world area in class to retell the story. 

We also made some chapatti's and raita to eat. Mango Chutney was 
definitely a favourite thing to dip the chapatti's in. Nursery went for a sound 
walk into the woods and we all enjoyed kicking and throwing the leaves. In 

maths, we have been finding out about the properties of triangles and circles. 



Can you think of nothing? 

Our next BIG QUESTION 

To develop our philosophical thinking we will be asking a BIG question each week!  As a family take time to 
discuss the big question!  Miss  Phillips will listen to the children’s thoughts on the question during Worship 

on Friday. 

Alfie: “you don’t have to like someone to be 
friendly” 

Aliyah “No, if you’re not friends you could fall 
our all the time” 

Sophie: “Not to begin with, but you might grow 
to like them” 

Children in The Ark enjoy doing 
’little jobs’ for us they’ve been 

organising Christmas jumpers on 
our uniform rail - please help 

yourself to anything on the rail - 
and they have also been busy 

making Reindeer food to sell at our 
Christmas lights switch on. 

Can you have a friend you don’t really like? 
Thomas T “You don’t have to because if they 
are mean they might hurt you” 

Preston: “it comes down to different 
personalities” 



Friday 1st December NO DODGEBALL CLUB 

Friday 1st December Christmas lights switch on - gates open 2:45pm 

Wednesday 6th December Whole school Christmas Panto - Sinbad the Sailor 

Wednesday 13th December PM Christmas play  

Thursday 14th December AM Christmas play  

Thursday 21st December Last day - school closes at 1:30pm 

Friday 22nd December Inset Day 

Monday 8th January Back to school 

Friday 9th February Inset Day 

Mon 12th Feb - Fri 16th Feb Half Term 

Mon 25th Mar - Fri 5th April Easter Holiday 

Monday 6th May Bank holiday school closed 

Friday 24th May Inset Day 

Mon 27th - 31st May Half Term 

Friday 19th July Last day of academic year 

Monday 22nd July Inset Day 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

PE  Timetable Autumn 2023 

Thursday - Owls & Foxes 

Friday - Hedgehogs & Foxes 

Please make sure your 
child has their PE kit 
in school.  Thank you 
for your co-operation 





Children or parents are being asked to take part in a National Campaign ‘The Big 
Ambition’ please see below: 

 

Parents can complete the survey here: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/
the_big_ambition/ . Further resources are available on our website. 

  

It is really important that the pupils at St Leonard's CofE First School have 
participated in The Big Ambition survey and had their say. 

  

I want to ensure that the voices of the children in Staffordshire are fairly 
represented in the findings so that I can share their views with the most senior 
members of the country. 

  

I must reiterate that it is vital that all children have their voice heard through this 
survey because, as Children’s Commissioner for England, I have a statutory duty to 
protect and promote the views and interests of children. The Big Ambition provides 
a much-needed opportunity for the children of England to tell political decision 
makers what is important to them ahead of the General Election. I will be sharing 
their responses with Government to ensure that children’s voices are heard. 

  

Please share the survey and resources with teachers in your school and encourage 
them to use it in their lessons. Children can complete the survey in assemblies, 
form times, PSHE or in other lessons this term. The survey can also be done as 
homework and parents can assist children who cannot complete the survey 
themselves (children under 5 and children with Special Educational Needs). This is 
a great opportunity to teach children about politics and why it is important for 
them to use their voice! 

  

Please do get in touch if you have any problems. My team is happy to support with 
the roll out in any way we can. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

Dame Rachel De Souza 

Children’s Commissioner for England 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/the_big_ambition/
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/the_big_ambition/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-ambition/


An event being promoted by Ellis, Esme & Lexie in class Foxes 




