Learn to Love, love to learn

8%  FRIDAY POST

Friday 24th November 2023

Our School Value: Trust

You, Lord, give true peace. You give peace to those who depend on you. You give peace to those who trust you.

Isiah 26.3

Dear Families,

We have had a busy week in school; Christmas rehearsals are in
full swing and we can't wait to begin our celebrations with you
next week at our Light Switch On! Please remember to contact
the office if you will not be able to accompany your child from
2.45pm. We will be singing carols together before switching on
the lights and opening our festive stalls. Thank you to everyone
who has donated chocolate to the tombola today!

On Wednesday we held our movie night to raise money for the
PTA. Thanks must go to the school staff who generously gave
their time to run this event. The children had a great time
watching Ice Age which was the most voted for movie and
enjoyed their popcorn too!

Today we have welcomed Jo Yendole into school from the Rising
Brook Community Church foodbank. Jo came to thank everyone
for their generous harvest donations
and help the children to understand
how those donations make a
difference to the lives of so many
people. She also told us about the
Warm Space Rising Brook run; Owls

and Foxes had been exploring Warm
Spaces in their Picture News this week.

Have a wonderful weekend,

Miss Phillips




/ Reception 2024 \

¢

Do you have a child who will be 5 years old between 1/09/2024 to
e 31/08/20257 If so you will be able to apply online for a place in our
Reception class from Friday 1st November 2021 the closing date is 15th January
2024. Applications should be made directly at https://
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx

Please note children who currently attend our school nursery will

\ still need to apply for a Reception place. /

Please can all % :‘.,\ Y

children bring an ' ) Next week few weeks in Worship we will be
orange, satsuma,

or tangerine into school for )‘Q’ Silent Night https://www.youtube.com/

Thursday 30th November. watch?v=nEH7 2c644Q
Ding-dong merrily on high https://

& www.youtube.com/watch?v= szRURK3zWo’Q

™ learning our songs for Christmas:

/Christingles ‘ \ \6; '\546‘6\ g;
3
e

On Friday 1st December, we

will be gathering in Leaf hrlstmgle song https://www.youtube.co

Teams ahead of our watch?v=23YB996-ohc e £

Christmas Light Switch-On
QO make our Christinglesj

Achievements from home

Football Football Gymnastics

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, Beavers,
Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEH7_2c644Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEH7_2c644Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJbRURK3zWo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJbRURK3zWo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z3YB996-ohc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z3YB996-ohc
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx

This week in science, Foxes have been
creating circuits to try and light a
light bulb.

They demonstrated great teamwork
during this activity and were really
excited when they were successful!
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Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and

3rd gets 1 leaf. At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward.

Year 4 - Middle School Applications

Year 4 parents, please make sure you make your application for
your next school of choice before 15th January 2024.

e‘\qf! & A4

J
After School Clubs & After School Care &*«)

invoices
All payments for after school clubs and after school care are

now overdue, if you haven't already done so please make payment via your
\_ ParentPay account. )

St Leoy,
e}

The Ark




Raksha Bandhan

In RE, Owls have been learning about a range of
religious festivals and how and why they are
celebrated. This week we found out about the Hindu
festival of Raksha Bandhan which celebrates the
relationship between brothers and sisters. On the day
of the festival a sister ties a bracelet called a rakhi
around her brother's wrist and the brother promises to

e look after and protect his
"\ sister in the coming year.

Tl

We designed our own rakhi
bracelets to give to the
people we love.




Children can

CHRISTMAS F......c.

20th December

wear their party
clothes on this

Traditional Christmas Turkey,
Pig in a Blanket & Festive Stuffing

or

Christmas Quorn Fillet &
Festive Stuffing (Ve)

with
Roast Potatoes
Carrot Batons & Peas
% e %

day

Don't y
Forget

<
Don't forget to complete the Christmas

Christmas Biscuit or Ice-cream . o
dinner survey to order your child’s

Christmas lunch.

https://forms.office.com/e/XhXQJhFbxv

-~ edwards and ward

Lunchtime Menu - next week is week ONE

Please note we will NOT be offering a sandwich option during winter.

Ty T v

{7
f
IL Mac & Cheese (V) 2r Pork er Chicken Suwsages with Mash & Gravy Pizza Mac & Cheese (V) ae
== Mived Bean Chilli with Rice (Ve)wa) ar Vegaie Sausage with Mash & Gravy (Ve) | Mild Sweet Potato & Chickpea Curry with Rice (Vel
m“ Cholce of Jackety, Sandwichet er Tomuto Paste | Choice of Jackets, Sondwiches or Tamato Pasta | Chaice of Jackets, Sandwiches or Tomato Pasta
Rainbow Vey Rainbow Vey Rainbew Veg
scoop of Vanilla tce Cream (V) sesop of Venille fce Creum (V) scoop of Vanille ice Craam (V)
i T i wi R
Mild & Sweet Chicken Curry with Rice (Wg) Chicken Paclla (wy) Chicken Tandeori with Gelden Bice (Wy)
| : | 2t M-r,l\u-h Pizss with Jacket Wedges (v)
—— N uﬂlu,l\cn(n Pizza with Jacket Wedges v) ] ae Mdv,l\uﬂ- Piria with Jacket w(d,n (v) .
| ; Chaice of Jackety, Sondwiches or Temats Pasta
' mwﬂ Choize of Jackets, Sandwiches or Tamate Pasta | Choice of Jockets, Sandwiches or Tomats Parts PO RS Y R <R,
ey Sweetcarn & Peppery, Cauliflower Sweaeteorn, Green Beans Peach & ¥ f 'C Ble (VeX th
ufa (Ve}(Wa) with Castard (V) Apsle & Pear Crumble (VeXWa) with Castard (V) Wick b Mnsapels Comu g VR W3} o
Apple Crum Hwy i PP AWG) Wl v Cattard (V)

( Reast of the Day with Roasties & Gravy or Roart of the Dag with Roasties & Gravy ar | Roast of the Day with Roacties & Gravy or

V - Vegetarian Ve - Vegan Wy - Wholegrain

e | Homemade ina Roll with Raasti  { R
m”", Chickpes & Vegqie Puff with Roasties (Ve) {Heo Vegele I;:.f:x')-ll with Reasties & Veggic Santuge oad‘-:\:’b;:’c)h with Roartion b
Choice of dackets, Sanduichas or Temats Pasta Choice of Jockets. Sandwiches or Tomats Parta | Chaice of Jackety, Sondwiches or Tamaty Pasta
Broccoll, sliced Carrot
" sells & Peackies (Vi Cauliflower, Carrat Batons Cabbage, sliced Carrat
v Uaryy ey eaches (Ve) Oranae )lll, & Mandaring (Ve) Str--buv’ :qfl, 1 Pmu"h (Ve)
| 3 . Penne 'i'ﬁc“‘*’;:"‘“(::h;" Classic n"““, Penne with Beef Bolo,uu lw,) Chicken, Broceoll & Sweetcorn Parta Bake (Wy)
m“ » Ith T -“‘ S, sa ve) lagPenne with Classic Temate Sauce (n)(w,) wrPenne with Beany Bologners (Ve)lwg)
PEEIRAL ™ e, > e | Choice of Jackets, Sandwiches or Tomats Pasta | Chaice of Jockets Sandwiches or Temata Pacta
Chaize of Jackets, Sandwiches or Temats Parte
6 8 Swed Cabbage. Carden Peus Swade, Shredded Carroty
reen Beans, Swede Bunona Custard (V) Chocolute Mowne with Mardarin (V)

Chotelate Mausie with Pears (V)

Fish Fingers or Salmon Fish Fingers with Chigs q;_‘ F-nkf.n\’en ar Salmon Fith Fingers with Chips ox Fiihfm,cn ar Salmon Fish Fingers with Chips ox
Falafel Wrap with Mint Yoghurt & Chips (V) Vt,cball Marinara Sub with Chips (V) Garden v',chbh Gowjons with Chips (Ve)
Chaice of Jackets, Sandwiches ar Tomats Posta | Choice of Jackets, Sanduiches or Tomats Parta | Chaice of Jackets Sandwiches or Tomato Pasta

Baked Brany, Garden Peay Baked Beans, Garden Peas Faked Beans, Garden Pems
Flapjack (Ve) Checolate Shorterend (Ve lend Shortherad (Ve)
AIWEL TR AN, BAIA THIVES, WA VIS TWWTL ATRIA SMTEIL AGA M4 JLONA 1A JOASATY FSAVIL WY, VVEA, THVIA, T4, ANY, IVNT

Freshly baked bread. fresh fruit, yoghurts and fresh drinking water available daily



https://forms.office.com/e/XhXQJhFbxv

/ DT - Christmas stockings

the end result!

Foxes have started to sew Christmas stockings in their D&T sessions - watch this space for

~

Foxes have been
locating Capital cities
of Allied & Axis
countries.

On your child's forest school day, please send them to school dressed in old
clothing you do not mind getting dirty. Please also ensure they have wellies
to change into, if they are not kept at school. Layers and waterproofs are

advised because of the wet weather.

FOREST
SCHOOL

Y1 28.11.2023 Rec 05.12.2023 Nurs 12.12.2023

the Sailor

wear Christmas

\_ J

Sinbad

A reminder
that payment
of £7 for this
years panto, is

now on

ParentPay.
Children can

jumpers with
their school

trousers/skirts
on this day.

Thank you




PTFA are in need of a Treasurer, do you
have a little spare time to be able to help the
PTFA by collecting any money raised from
fundraising events and paying them in to the
PTFA bank account? If so, please speak to
Leisha Hatton PTFA Chair or contact the office who will pass on your details.
The PTFA are an important part of school life they raise funds to help school
provide those ‘little extras’ that school funding doesn't cover. In the past the
PTFA have subsidised school trips, played a huge part in our school library

renovation, provided prizes for competitions, paid for new books in school the
list is endless and without it the children will miss out on these nice things -
please if you have a little time to spare consider helping out, it would be
very much appreciated.

Please let the office know if you can help at any
of the upcoming events, thank you.

School Attendance 13th - 17th November 2023

| |
I I
I I
| e 1 |
Hedgeh 97%
| (ETIET090 - [ Whole School ~ 93.9% ] |
| ( N\ |
(0)
| LOWlS 5% ) The National target for attendance, |
» N\ as set out in guidance from the DFE |
: Foxes 92% is 95% |
\ 7 |

The children had a fabulous time at \

S

J

Film night on Wednesday, popcorn
and squash plus leaving school in

the dark was so much fun - plus the
PTFA raised over £250.00 for their
funds which is fantastic!




Y1 were making
natural picture

frames inspired by
Andy Goldsworthy.




Our PTFA will be arranging a Christmas tree to the
children again this year. The tree will need to be filled
with decorations to fill us with Christmas cheer so we

are asking all the children to create an eco decoration
that can be put on the tree.

Entries will be £2.00 each. Please note money will
need to go directly to our PTFA by putting the money
in an envelope with your child’s name on the outside
and placing it in the PTFA . Children and parents can
enter and everyone can enter more than once. We are

looking forward to seeing your creations. Please have
your finished decoration in school by Monday 27th
November - there are prizes to be won - 1 per class!

The PTFA are looking for volunteers to help serve refreshments at the I

W Christmas light switch on, Friday 1st December at 2:30pm and also at the

Christmas Nativities Wednesday 13th December at 1:30pm and Thursday I

14th December at 9:15am - if you are able to help at any of these events please contact the |
! school office. Thank you for your support. |

If you are doing your

. ' (hl’iS“'MﬂS SkoPPiM 3 Christmas shopping
°* mean§ more “’My\ JMS‘I’ qi{,“’s = on —line this year,

Raise FREE donations for don’t forget to go

through
Easyfundraising and
* with e easyfundralsing help us to raise funds
e W with no cost to you!
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\ You Shop. 6,100 sites will Donate to us. For Free
ebay |l MES o oceowon FpP  meoumscom

buyogift Salnshory’s ﬂ{ red letter WAITROSE k
Iceland cen@eewen CSOS E==== GAME

Find us on easyfundraising.org.uk or get the App .

~ Google Play & App Store




The children have really enjoyed learning more about Diwali. They love the
Rama and Sita Story and made a small world area in class to retell the story.
We also made some chapatti's and raita to eat. Mango Chutney was
definitely a favourite thing to dip the chapatti's in. Nursery went for a sound
walk into the woods and we all enjoyed kicking and throwing the leaves. In
maths, we have been finding out about the properties of triangles and circles.

(45
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| To develop our philosophical thinking we will be asking a BIG question each week! As a family take time to |
| discuss the big question! Miss Phillips will listen to the children’s thoughts on the question during Worship |
| on Friday.

Our next BIG QUESTION
Can you think of nothing?

Can you have a friend you don't really like?

Alfie: “you don’t have to like someone to be Thomas T “You don’t have to because if they
friendly” are mean they might hurt you”

Aliyah “No, if you're not friends you could fall Preston: “it comes down to different
our all the time” personalities”

Sophie: “Not to begin with, but you might grow
to like them”

Children in The Ark enjoy doing
‘little jobs' for us they've been

organising Christmas jumpers on
our uniform rail - please help

yourself to anything on the rail -

and they have also been busy
making Reindeer food to sell at our
Christmas lights switch on.
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Friday 1st December NO DODGEBALL CLUB
Friday 1st December Christmas lights switch on - gates open 2:45pm
Wednesday 6th December Whole school Christmas Panto - Sinbad the Sailor

Wednesday 13th December PM Christmas play

Thursday 14th December AM Christmas play

Thursday 21st December Last day - school closes at 1:30pm
Friday 22nd December Inset Day

Monday 8th January Back to school

Friday 9th February Inset Day

Mon 12th Feb - Fri 16th Feb Half Term

Mon 25th Mar - Fri 5th April Easter Holiday

Monday 6th May Bank holiday school closed
Friday 24th May Inset Day

Mon 27th - 31st May Half Term

Friday 19th July Last day of academic year
Monday 22nd July Inset Day

4 PE Timetable Autumn 2023 A

Please make sure your _
child has their PE kit ThurSdaU Owls & Foxes

in school. Thank you

for your co-operation Friday - Hedgehogs & Foxes ]




Rising Brook Church’s 2023 Christmas Show

é Lc)st Star.-

7TH - 9TH DECEMBER 2023

Thu 7th 7:30pm | Fri 8th 7:30pm | Sat 9th 2:30pm | Sat 9th 7:30pm

Rising Brook Community Church
Burton Square, Stafford, ST17 9LT

Book your tickets at risingbrook.org/loststar
(@/4~3) £8.00Adult|£5.50 Child (ages 2-16)
‘Usep nere  BSLinterpretation available on Friday 8th Dec

Rising Brook Baptist Church, Burton Square, Stafford, ST17 9LT | risingbrook.org
Charity no..1136190 | Company no. 2122684 | Email: church@risingbrook.org | Phone: 01785 214750




Children or parents are being asked to take part in a National Campaign ‘The Big
Ambition’ please see below:

Parents can complete the survey here: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/

the big_ambition/ . Further resources are available on our website.

It is really important that the pupils at St Leonard's CofE First School have
participated in The Big Ambition survey and had their say.

I want to ensure that the voices of the children in Staffordshire are fairly
represented in the findings so that I can share their views with the most senior
members of the country.

I must reiterate that it is vital that all children have their voice heard through this
survey because, as Children's Commissioner for England, I have a statutory duty to
protect and promote the views and interests of children. The Big Ambition provides
a much-needed opportunity for the children of England to tell political decision
makers what is important to them ahead of the General Election. I will be sharing
their responses with Government to ensure that children’s voices are heard.

Please share the survey and resources with teachers in your school and encourage
them to use it in their lessons. Children can complete the survey in assemblies,
form times, PSHE or in other lessons this term. The survey can also be done as
homework and parents can assist children who cannot complete the survey
themselves (children under 5 and children with Special Educational Needs). This is
a great opportunity to teach children about politics and why it is important for
them to use their voice!

Please do get in touch if you have any problems. My team is happy to support with
the roll out in any way we can.

Yours sincerely,
Dame Rachel De Souza

Children's Commissioner for England


https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/the_big_ambition/
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/the_big_ambition/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-ambition/

An event being promoted by Ellis, Esme & Lexie in class Foxes “
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21st West Stafford Seout Group!

There will be etalle, games and
activitieg for all ages ag well ag a variety
of food and refreshmente.

Everyone ig welcome, bring your
friende and family and help fo
raiee funds for the Group.

Scouts ~r

21st West Stafford
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Top Tips

in cyber-crime has seen schemes such as phishing emalls and credit card scams being unleashed on unwary

ctrats and 14y bed ook By with the inkrmation ts

haid on infermwed convarsation abels

;r.r:yiw,-! Vthaie ¢
com far burthe

for, Sa?e 0nline; Shoppmg oNE
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tilrdren, shoild thoy feol

r guidon, Mifrts and tips ‘oc adiutts

BLACK FRIDAY

AND CYBER MONDAY

Black Friday and Cyber Monday have become established as two of the ysars Biggest shopping events, gi\)ing
consumers the opportunity to snap up o stash of stunning bargalns, While this is genarally good néws, of coursa, the
resultant ratoll frenzy can leod to people dropping their guard — aspeciolly online. In previous yeors, a seasonal surge

buyers. Our guide has some essential pointers on keeping your detalis - and your money - safe while you shop,

ENSURE A SITE'S
SECURE

fore sitive
:\.kmn:m m.y.:ur card detalls)

inta o webslte, check that the site’s
segure. The key thing s to look for o
In the oddress bar
and check that the URL begins with
2[]* « the “s* Indicates that the
web oddress hos been encrypted
with an $51 certificote. Without that,
any dota entered on the site could be
intercepted by criminal third porties.

TRUST YOUR
INSTINCTS

¥ a deal seems 100 good to be true,
then it probably /s Be especially
wary if a site offering unbelievable
discounts doesn't look professional
¢ (tor example, it it's covered with
pop-up odverts or it looks

porticularly outdoted) ~ this often
serves os a red flog that the seller
might not be entirely trustworthy
Minimise risk by sticking with
well-known, reputabie retallers
Instead.

REVIEW BANK
STATEMENTS

Even If you've followed ofl our tips,
it's probably worth checking
naxt bank stotement for an
unusuol transoctions. Crim
know thot on Block Fridoy and Cyber
Monday, lots of make
numerous purchases online: ™
hoping that any stolen money w
get lost in the crowd of other
tronsoactions, If you see o payment
of payes you con't identify, ralse it
with your bank straight oway,

1\

SUSPICIOUS EMAILS
Block Fridoy and Monday
W often bring o significant spike in
¢ phishing smails, os criminals use the
svenis’ sense of urgency as cover for
o
@ you to do something > 4
L > providing your
5 in exchange for -
occess to lost-minute deals, for
exompie, or ciicking on a link to an
unfamilior site.

Meet Qur Expert

, @natonlinesafoty

¢

CHECK IT'S THE
REAL DEAL

's not just cybercriminals you

need to be wory of. Reseorch has
shown thot some online retallers
Increase the price of certain teme in
the weeks belore Black Friday ond
Cyber Monday - enabling them to
then advertise “discounts” (which, in
reafity, have restored the cost
to normal levels ). Use an online price
comparison tool to verity whether
these “reductions” truly squote to a
saving

>
n [NationalOnlineSafety

MIN/MISE
MICROTRANSACTIONS

Block Fridoy and Cyber

lons extend to digital ltems
ol well as physical ones. Some
goming companies will offer
discounts on in-opp ond In-game
microtransactions such as loot
boxes. If you're concerned about
how much your child might spend
on these upgrodes, you con restrict
their ability to moke purchases (vie
thelr device's settings) of remove
any linked paymaent methods

@ @nationalonlinesafety

SET STURDY
PASSWORDS

A strong, uni password ks one of
the most str torward ways to
protect yoursel! from cyber-crime
As most of us have multiple online
shopping occounts, it can be

to use the same password
m = but this puts your
personal data at greoter risk. You
could try using o possword manoger
1o create o different, robust
password for each onfine retolier

Whete possible. it's sofest to shop
online with o credit cord (as opposed
momum)muum
additional p na Is
mmmnymmwn
cord, there's o falr chonce of your
bank reimbursing you Should
cmmobmymm‘ucmd
detolls, however, Meﬂﬁm
zoulo:wnlhmm itcan
e difficult to recover your money.

. -_
RESIST THE =&
INFLUENCE

Recommendations from sociol
madia influencers are another thing
to remain viglont for on Black Friday
and Cyber Monday. While many of
these will be legitimate, remember
that influencers are often paid to
promote products - ond to publicise
deats that aren’t quite os omazing
as they might sesm. Don't feel
pressured into buying pursly on thelr
verything with o

advice; ook ot e
crtical eye.

TAKE CARE ON
SOCIAL MEDIA ﬁ
Sockal media scommers ore more

8.

scammers tend to concentrots on
wcl;um Fccobookmmd
stogrom, po: malic nks

products in on attem,
users out of thedr
cosh.

National
Online
 Safety”

ﬁWakeUpWetlnesdag

(" @national _online_safety

Users of this guide do 1o ot their own discretion, e liohility it entered inte. Current as of the date of releces: 22.11.3027




