
 

 

Friday 17th November 2023 

Our School Value: Trust  
You, Lord, give true peace. You give peace to those who depend on you. You give peace to those who trust you. 

Isiah 26.3  

Dear Families, 

We have had a great week in school, with more fantastic 
learning happening each day. 

On Monday, we started with an anti-bullying message 
from Mr Atkins. The children talked confidently about what 
to do if they are concerned about bullying in school. They 
also spoke about how to play and to treat one another well. 
School staff are always available if you have any concerns 
around bullying, and are committed to putting a stop to it. 

We also marked inter-faith week on Wednesday. It was 
fascinating to spend time exploring the many similarities 
and differences between our own beliefs and the beliefs of 
others. The children were very knowledgeable about world 
religions and many gave examples of people in their own 
lives who follow different religions. Our RE lessons and 
wider curriculum continue to support pupils in learning 
about the world and expanding their knowledge and 
experiences. 

Have a wonderful 
weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



 

School Attendance 13th - 17th November 2023 

Hedgehogs        99% 

Owls      92% 

Foxes        96% 

Whole School   95.5% 

The National target for attendance, 
as set out in guidance from the DFE 

is 95% 

PTFA are in need of a Treasurer, do you 
have a little spare time to be able to help the 
PTFA by collecting any money raised from 
fundraising events and paying them in to the 
PTFA bank account?  If so, please speak to 

Leisha Hatton PTFA Chair or contact the office who will pass on your details.  
The PTFA are an important part of school life they raise funds to help school 
provide those ‘little extras’ that school funding doesn’t cover.  In the past the 
PTFA have subsidised school trips, played a huge part in our school library 
renovation, provided prizes for competitions, paid for new books in school the 
list is endless and without it the children will miss out on these nice things - 
please if you have a little time to spare consider helping out, it would be 
very much appreciated.  Help also needed at the Christmas lights switch on 
1st November from 2:15pm onwards.  Help also needed at the Christmas 
plays to serve refreshments.  Please let the office know if you can help at any 
of the upcoming events, thank you. 

Music lessons update: 

Thank you to all who completed our survey around music lessons 
in school. We are currently working with Entrust Music Services to secure a teacher to 
deliver lessons. We will keep you posted! In the meantime, we are looking forward to our 
upcoming Christmas events - Sinbad the Sailor, our Light Switch-On, and our nativity play - 
all of which help raise enjoyment of music across the school. 



During their forest school 
session this week, year 3 

were making natural themed 
pictures 



 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and 
3rd gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward. 

110 

126 

78 

Year 4  - Middle School Applications 

Year 4 parents, please make sure you make your application for 
your next school of choice before 15th January 2024. 

After School Clubs & After School Care 
invoices 

All payments for after school clubs and after school care are 
now overdue, if you haven’t already done so please make payment via your 

ParentPay account. 



Next week few weeks in Worship we will be 
learning our songs for Christmas: 

Silent Night https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=nEH7_2c644Q 

Ding-dong merrily on high https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJbRURK3zWo 
Christingle song https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=z3YB996-ohc 

Reception 2024 

Do you have a child who will be 5 years old between 1/09/2024 to 
31/08/2025? If so you will be able to apply online for a place in our 

Reception class from Friday 1st November 2021 the closing date is 15th January 
2024. Applications should be made directly at https://

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx 

Please note children who currently attend our school nursery will 
still need to apply for a Reception place.  

Christingles 

Please can all 
children bring an 
orange, satsuma, 
or tangerine into school for 
Thursday 30th November. 

On Friday 1st December, we 
will be gathering in Leaf 

Teams ahead of our 
Christmas Light Switch-On 
to make our Christingles. 

 

If your child has recently received an award they would like to share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, Beavers, 
Brownies etc please send them into school & we will share them during our Celebration Worship on Friday. 

Gymnastics Swimming Rainbows 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEH7_2c644Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEH7_2c644Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJbRURK3zWo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJbRURK3zWo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z3YB996-ohc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z3YB996-ohc
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx


 

We have carried on our fireworks theme this week as we start to learn about Diwali – The 
Festival of Light. We have looked at information books about the topic and read the story 

of Rama and Sita. The children made more firework pictures using chalk and 
experimented with lentils to make Rangoli patterns. In phonics we have continued to 

learn new graphemes and phonemes. It is great to see how confident the children are at 
being able to segment the sounds in the words we are learning. Also it has been great to 
see how purposeful and challenging the learning is in Hedgehogs – particularly when the 

children concentrate on their Mini-Me Challenges. 



REMINDER 

Unless your child is in receipt of Free School Meals lunches 
provided by our school kitchen for children in Nursery, Year 3 & 
Year 4 are at a cost of £2:83 daily.  Please keep your ParentPay 

accounts topped up to cover this.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

1 meal per week - £2.83    5 meals per week - £14.15    7 week 1/2 term - £99.05 

Please could children in every year group check to see if you could be eligible 
for Free School Meals by going to the County Council website:  

Apply online - Free School Meals - Staffordshire County Council  

You will get an instant result by using the checker above, please let 
the office know if you are eligible - thank you 

Please note we will NOT be offering a sandwich option during winter. 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx


On your child's forest school day, please send them to school dressed in old 
clothing you do not mind getting dirty. Please also ensure they have wellies 
to change into, if they are not kept at school. Layers and waterproofs are 
advised because of the wet weather.  

Y2 21.11.2023     

Y1 28.11.2023 Rec 05.12.2023 Nurs 12.12.2023 

When complimented on their ability to read and learn the lyrics to a new song, Owls 
spontaneously said: 

Thomas T: "It's because we're always reading!" 

Aliyah: "Yes! In history, geography, maths, science, art...!" 

Ted: "We even read in our homework!" 

Well done, Class Owls - we love to see your enthusiasm for reading across the 
curriculum! 

St. Modwen Development 

Many of you will be aware of the plans released this week for the 
land at J13 of the M6. As a school, we have had some initial 
conversations with St. Modwen Logistics. St. Modwen Logistics 
wished to discuss how development at this site would affect the 
school and offer ways to work together. We understand that St. 
Modwen Logistics is still developing detailed plans, so we are unable 
to provide any further insight into their proposals. We will continue 
to provide feedback as more information becomes available. In the 
meantime, if local people want get in touch with St. Modwen 
Logistics, they can do so by emailing 
stmodwenlogistics@devcomms.co.uk or by calling 0800 080 3161 

Children were thoroughly engrossed reading facts about Florence Nightingale. 

Sinbad 

the Sailor 

A reminder 
that payment 
of £7 for this 

years panto, is 
now on 

ParentPay. 

Thank you 



If you are doing your 
Christmas shopping 
on –line this year, 
don’t forget to go 

through 
Easyfundraising and 
help us to raise funds 
with no cost to you!  

 

St Leonards School Dunston PTFA 

Our  PTFA will be arranging a Christmas tree to the 
children again this year.  The tree will need to be filled 
with decorations to fill us with Christmas cheer so we 
are asking all the children to create an eco decoration 

that can be put on the tree.  

Entries will be £2.00 each. Please note money will 
need to go directly to our PTFA by putting the money 
in an envelope with your child’s name on the outside 
and placing it in the PTFA . Children and parents can 
enter and everyone can enter more than once. We are 
looking forward to seeing your creations. Please have 
your finished decoration in school by Monday 27th 
November - there are prizes to be won - 1 per class! 

A letter has been sent home this week about a Film Night for 
all children on Wednesday 22nd November.  If your child 

wishes to attend please return the slip with your £5 and place 
in the PTFA post box in the school entrance hall. 



Can you have a friend that you don’t really 
like? 

Our next BIG QUESTION 

To develop our philosophical thinking we will be asking a BIG question each week!  As a family take time to 
discuss the big question!  Miss  Phillips will listen to the children’s thoughts on the question during Worship 

on Friday. 

NON UNIFORM DAY   

Friday 24th November  

Chocolate tombola donations 

We will be holding a non-uniform day on Friday 24th 
November in return for a donation for a chocolate 

tombola which will be held on Friday 1st December at 
our annual Christmas Tree lighting. 

Ralph: “No, because God made everyone different 

Belle: “We are all different, we live in different 
countries 

Jakey: “You believe what you want” 

Does everyone have to believe in the same thing? 
Little Kids, Big Questions: What Do Kids Think About Religion? - YouTube  

WANTED!! 

Thank you so much for all the pant 
donations, we really appreciate it. If you have any 

boys or girls socks and girls tights that your 
child has grown out of, we welcome donations!  

Thank you 

Lucas: “You can believe and sometimes you 
can’t” 

Aliyah: “If you have a friend and they believe 
different to you, it doesn’t matter” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9aSKic1a53A


Wednesday 22nd November PTFA Christmas Movie night  

Friday 24th November Non-uniform day - donations for a chocolate tombola 

Friday 1st December NO DODGEBALL CLUB 

Friday 1st December Christmas lights switch on - gates open 2:45pm 

Wednesday 6th December Whole school Christmas Panto - Sinbad the Sailor 

Wednesday 13th December PM Christmas play  

Thursday 14th December AM Christmas play  

Thursday 21st December Last day - school closes at 1:30pm 

Friday 22nd December Inset Day 

Monday 8th January Back to school 

Friday 9th February Inset Day 

Mon 12th Feb - Fri 16th Feb Half Term 

Mon 25th Mar - Fri 5th April Easter Holiday 

Monday 6th May Bank holiday school closed 

Friday 24th May Inset Day 

Mon 27th - 31st May Half Term 

Friday 19th July Last day of academic year 

Monday 22nd July Inset Day 

  

  

  

  

  

PE  Timetable Autumn 2023 

Thursday - Owls & Foxes 

Friday - Hedgehogs & Foxes 

Please make sure your 
child has their PE kit 
in school.  Thank you 
for your co-operation 



We are all guilty of putting our foot down in the car, especially if we are late or in a hurry to 
get somewhere, but that doesn't help the children. Remember the advert - "if you hit me at 40 

there is an 80% chance I will die, hit me at 30 and there is an 80% chance I will live!"  

Road Safety Week 2023 | 19–25 November 2023  



An event being promoted by Ellis, Esme & Lexie in class Foxes 





Do you know a family who will be looking for either a Reception or Nursery place for September 
2024?  If so, please ask them to contact the school office to arrange a tour with Miss Phillips. 




