
 

 

Thursday 26th October 2023 

Our School Value: Thankfulness  
Give thanks whatever happens. That is what God wants for you in Christ Jesus. Thessalonians 5.18  

Dear Families, 

While the half-term break is much welcome, it has been a pleasure 
to have been in school over the last eight-weeks. Our school 
community is something to be proud of! Our harvest festival 
yesterday was a fantastic celebration; coming together like that is 
always one of my favourite parts of what we do. Thank you to 
those who joined us, and for your generous food donations.  

This week, we sent a team of runners to Marshbrook for a cross-
country event. Mr Waters had a fantastic evening and enjoyed 
seeing all pupils tackle the event with confidence! Thank you to 
everyone who went along to support the event.  

Owls also enjoyed their day out to the Wolseley Centre this week! 
They made hedgehog dens, potions, mandala patterns and autumn 
bunting. Lots of time was spent in the afternoon on how to use 
their senses in different mindfulness activities. 

Congratulations to the whole staff team on achieving top marks of 
a level 5 on our recent Health & Safety audit, this is a credit to 
their hard work and commitment.  

We have much to look forward to after the half-term break - do 
keep an eye out on the 
Post for dates and events. 
Have a wonderful week, 
however you spend it! 

 

Miss Phillips 



Special end of term treat for Reception & their Buddies! 

 

IMPORTANT 

ParentPay Accounts 

Please note that ParentPay accounts need to be topped up regularly if your 
child uses ‘Before School Club’ or if they have a school meal and they are in 

Nursery, Y3 or Y4. 
 

Invoices are only issued for After School Care, due to bookings 
being based on individual needs and MUST be paid in advance. 

Playwright success for former St Leonard’s pupil! 

Hi, I'm Molly and I used to come to St. Leonard's. I am now in year 7 at Penkridge 
Middle School. Last year I entered a competition with the Royal Shakespeare 
Company called 37 Plays I had to write a play about an issue that was happening 
in the world, such as bullying, a crisis or 
discrimination. My play was called "Alfie & War". 
There was over 2000 entries and mine came out in 
the top 37. The top 37 then got performed in the 
writers local theatre (my theatre was The New Vic). 
It was an amazing experience and I loved it!  

From Molly Cartwright. 



Owls had a fantastic day at the Wolseley Centre. The 
morning session was based around the topic of autumn 
which supports the Key Stage 1 Science curriculum. We 
made bunting using autumnal finds such as leaves and 
seed heads, we went on a colour hunt, sticking different 
autumn colours on to cards, we made circular artworks 
using natural materials from the woodland and made 
dens for hibernating hedgehogs. The afternoon session 
was based around mindfulness, using all our senses in 
the outdoors. We made wonderful smelling potions in 
the sensory garden using a range of herbs, we spent 
time listening carefully to the sounds around us and 
went on a colour matching hunt. Did all the fresh air 

and activities tire the children out? Absolutely not! The 
children were in fine voice on the coach during the 
journey back and treated the adults to a range of 

fantastic songs.  



 

School Attendance 23rd - 26th October 2023 

Hedgehogs        82% 

Owls      90% 

Foxes        93% 

Whole School    89.1% 

The National target for attendance, 
as set out in guidance from the DFE 

is 95% 

Christmas jumper swop 

Christmas is coming and along with that will be 
Christmas jumper days!  These can be expensive and 
children grow out of them so quickly! If you have any jumpers that 
you are willing to donate to other families, please place them on our 

uniform exchange rail and help yourself to any that have been 



Reception & Year 1 Parents 

Parents in Reception and Year 1 are invit-
ed to a rescheduled Phonics workshop for 
parents.  The session is on Thursday 9th 
November at 3:15pm - Children can be 

booked into the Ark at a cost of £3.80 for 
the hour, please speak to the office to 

book. 

Next week in worship we are singing 
 

“Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
app=desktop&v=07Rrux5wZmM 

 
Click the link above to hear the music 

Owls have been learning about the abstract artist Wassily Kandinsky and 
how he used colours to 

express his feelings. They 
looked at his work 'Squares 
With Concentric Circles' and 
created their own pieces in 

the same style.  

Year 3 & Year 4 Cross Country Competition 

Well done to all of the children who represented 
our school so well in the Cross Country 

competition this week.. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=07Rrux5wZmM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=07Rrux5wZmM


Harvest Service  

Thank you to everyone who 
came to our Harvest Festival 

on Wednesday it 
was lovely to see so 
many parent/carers 
in church. 

REMINDER 

Unless your child is in receipt of Free School Meals lunches 
provided by our school kitchen for children in Nursery, Year 3 & 
Year 4 are at a cost of £2:83 daily.  Please keep your ParentPay 

accounts topped up to cover this.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

1 meal per week - £2.83    5 meals per week - £14.15    7 week 1/2 term - £99.05 

Please could children in every year group check to see if you could be eligible 
for Free School Meals by going to the County Council website:  

Apply online - Free School Meals - Staffordshire County Council  

You will get an instant result by using the checker above, please let 
the office know if you are eligible - thank you 

All food donations 
were gratefully 

received at Rising 
Brook food bank. 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx


In ICT Foxes have been 
‘Coding’. 

They learnt how to 
create a set of 
instructions 

"The children here show great team-work and work 
together to find solutions to problems."  - Alison 
Lloyd, Education Mental Health Support worker 

after spending lunchtime on the playground. 

On your child's forest school day, please send them to school dressed 
in old clothing you do not mind getting dirty. Please also ensure 
they have wellies to change into, if they are not kept at school. 
Layers and waterproofs are advised because of the wet weather.  

Y4 7/11/2023 Y3 14.11.2023 Y2 21.11.2023 

Y1 28.11.2023 Rec 05.12.2023 Nurs 12.12.2023 



We have been trying 
really hard to improve 
our reading and name 
writing and we have 

had lots of success with 
it. To finish off our 
harvest work we 

collected the seeds from 
a pumpkin so we can 

make a pumpkin patch. 
We also planted out 

some bulbs in our class 
flower bed and we 

can’t wait to see them 
start to grow. Nursery 
had their first Forest 
School experience and 
made some colourful 

leaf wands. 



Rangoli patterns 



Who decides what we remember? 

Our next BIG QUESTION 

To develop our philosophical thinking we will be asking a BIG question each week!  As a family take time to 
discuss the big question!  Miss  Phillips will listen to the children’s thoughts on the question during Worship 

on Friday. 

Macaroni cheese 

Please note we will NOT be offering a sandwich option during winter. 



Friday 27th October Inset Day 

Monday 30th Oct - Fri 3rd Nov Half Term 

Wednesday 1st November Reception 2024 Admissions opens  

Thursday 9th November 3.15pm Reception & Year 1 Parent Phonics Workshop 

Wednesday 22nd November PTFA Christmas Movie night - more info to follow 

Friday 1st December NO DODGEBALL CLUB 

Friday 1st December Christmas lights switch on 

Wednesday 13th December PM Christmas play - more info to follow 

Thursday 14th December AM Christmas play - more info to follow 

Thursday 21st December Last day - school closes at 1:30pm 

Friday 22nd December Inset Day 

Monday 8th January Back to school 

Friday 9th February Inset Day 

Mon 12th Feb - Fri 16th Feb Half Term 

Mon 25th Mar - Fri 5th April Easter Holiday 

Monday 6th May Bank holiday school closed 

Friday 24th May Inset Day 

Mon 27th - 31st May Half Term 

Friday 19th July Last day of academic year 

Monday 22nd July Inset Day 

  

  

  

PE  Timetable Autumn 2023 

Thursday - Owls & Foxes 

Friday - Hedgehogs & Foxes 

Please make sure your 
child has their PE kit 
in school.  Thank you 
for your co-operation 





Do you know a family who will be looking for either a Reception or Nursery place for September 
2024?  If so, please ask them to contact the school office to arrange a tour with Miss Phillips. 






