
 

 

Friday 8th September 2023 

Our School Value: Thankfulness  
Give thanks whatever happens. That is what God wants for you in Christ Jesus. Thesalonians 5.18  

What a fantastic first week back we have had! 

It has been a joy to welcome the children back into school and to 
see them so excited to get through the gates in a morning. They 
have settled in brilliantly and are all making a very good 
impression on their teachers. 

This week I have spent lots of time with Hedgehogs. They have 
quickly learnt the school routines and are enjoying exploring the 
school environment. We have buddied up our Reception children 
with one of our Year 4 children which we hope will help develop 
confidence and relationships between the different ages.  

On Monday, we will be voting for our new Leaf Team Captains! If 
your child is in Year 4 and would like to put themselves forward, 
they will be asked to give a short speech to their team. Please talk 
to them about this over the weekend, it may be handy to have 
something prepared to share. We will also be nominating pupils to 
the school council and worship team, as well as looking at other 
ways we can encourage pupil leadership in school.  

We have spent time this week, reminding ourselves of our school 
vision and values. Love is at the heart of St Leonard's and we have 
reflected on how the Bible tells us to do everything in love. Making 
the loving choice is not always easy but we are excited to be 
encouraging each other to show love in all we do! 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips  



School 
Uniform 
It has been 

lovely seeing all the children back 
at school looking so smart.   

Can we please remind parents 
that school ties are mandatory 

for children in year 1 and above. 
Our full uniform list can be found 
on our school website under the 

‘Parent tab’ 

All of our school uniform can be 
purchased from Crested 
Schoolwear in Stafford. 

Medication 

Don’t forget if you 
took your child’s 
medication home 

before summer you will need to 
return it to school.  A form will 

need to be completed and 
medication should be handed over 
to the office staff.  Please do NOT 
leave any medication in a child’s 

bag.  Thank you. 

Contact Details 
Don’t forget if you have 
moved, changed your 

mobile phone number or 
email address over the 
summer to let the office 
know.  It is important 

we can get in touch with 
you should your child 

become unwell.  
Call us on 01785 712488 

with any changes or 
email: office@st-

leonards-
dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Stafford. 

Drinks Bottles 
Please make sure your child has a drinks bottle at school every day.  It is 

important that they are clearly marked with the child’s name and that they can 
easily identify them so that they don’t drink from the wrong bottle.  As part of 

the schools healthy eating policy, bottles should only contain water. 

Absence / Illness 
If your child is unwell please notify 

the school office before 9am.  A 
message can be left on the answer 

machine if the telephone isn’t 
answered.  It is part of our 

Safeguarding procedures to contact 
you if your child isn’t in school by 
9:15am and we haven’t heard from 
you.  If your child has a medical 

appointment during the day please 
bring your appointment card to the 

school office so we can mark the 
absence as ‘authorised’  



In Hedgehogs, we have been settling in to new routines, 
making friends and learning through play. It has been 

really hot but we have found time to find some shady spots 
to play in. We have been doing lots of activities based on 

The Tiger Who Came for Tea. The children have particularly 
enjoyed our new painting area, building with the loose 

parts and making tea for the tiger in the mud kitchen and 
role play area. The Reception children have also been 

introduced to their buddies in Foxes Class. 

Joining in 
with our first 

PE session 



New to you 

rail! 

Please help your-
self to any of the items on our rail 
which can be found either outside 
of school or in the entrance hall.  
If you child has outgrown any 
uniform and you would like to 
donate for others to use, please 

make sure you have removed any 
names and then place on the rail 

for others. 

Thank you. 



 

Foxes are using Art to express feelings and 
emotions associated with World War 2. 

Trips and workshops: 

As a school, we believe that going on trips can 
really help enhance children's learning. However, 
the cost of doing so is ever increasing and we are 

conscious of the pressure this may place on 
families. 

Where children attend a day trip, we will aim to 
keep the cost below £20 - this may mean the trip 

has been subsidised by school budgets or our PTA.  

Where possible, we will also explore ways of 
bringing experiences into school. Working with the 

YouthNet and Wildlife Trust last year was a 
particularly effective way of doing this. We already 

have a number of visitors booked for assemblies 
this term - watch this space for more information! 

 

 

 

 

Fruit 

Children in Nursery 
through to the end of Year 
2 are supplied with 1 piece 
of fruit per day from the 

Government.  Please could 
children in Foxes (Y3 & Y4) 
remember to bring a piece 

of fruit to eat at break 
time, no crisps or 
chocolates please. 



In Science, Owls are finding out about a range of scientists and their discoveries. This 
week we have found out about Linda Buck who discovered that we have hundreds of 
odour receptors in our noses which help us to identify different smells. We used our 
own noses to try to guess the contents of a range of pots. It was great fun and the 

children were brilliant at identifying the smells. 

Sharing a book 
with friends in the 

school library 



In worship we are singing 
 

“This little light of mine” 
 

"This Little Light Of Mine" - YouTube  

 
Click the link above to hear the music 

What makes something fair? 

BIG QUESTION 

To develop our philosophical thinking we will be asking a BIG question each week!  As a family 
take time to discuss the following question!  Miss  Phillips will listen to the children’s thoughts on 

this question during Worship on Friday. 

 

School Attendance 5th - 8th September 

Hedgehogs        96% 

Owls        100% 

Foxes        96% 

Whole School      97.2% 

The National target for attendance, 
as set out in guidance from the DFE 

is 95% 

Hedgehogs - 

reminder 

Class Hedgehogs, please could you 
provide your child with clearly 

wellies and waterproofs to be kept at 
school. 

Thank you 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKkbIZtqhyQ


Friday 27th October Inset Day 

Monday 30th Oct - Fri 3rd Nov Half Term 

Friday 22nd December Inset Day 

Monday 8th January Back to school 

Friday 9th February Inset Day 

Mon 12th Feb - Fri 16th Feb Half Term 

Mon 25th Mar - Fri 5th April Easter Holiday 

Monday 6th May Bank holiday school closed 

Friday 24th May Inset Day 

Mon 27th - 31st May Half Term 

Friday 19th July Last day of academic year 

Monday 22nd July Inset Day 

  

  

  

  

  

  

PE  Timetable September 2023 

Thursday - Owls & Foxes 

Friday - Hedgehogs & Foxes 

Please make sure your 
child has their PE kit 
in school.  Thank you 
for your co-operation 

On your child's forest school day, please send them to school dressed 
in old clothing you do not mind getting dirty. Please also ensure 
they have wellies to change into, if they are not kept at school. 
Layers and waterproofs are advised because of the wet weather.  

19/09/2023 Year 4 26/09/2023 Year 3 3/10/2023 Year 2 

10/10/2023 Year 1 17/10/2023 Reception 








