
 

 

Friday 29th September 2023 

Our School Value: Thankfulness  
Give thanks whatever happens. That is what God wants for you in Christ Jesus. Thessalonians 5.18  

Dear Families, 

We started the week with yet another visitor in school - Alison joined us 
from the Education Mental Health Support Team. She talked to the children 
about feelings and how it is OK to have lots of different feelings. The 
children watched the video Lucy's Blue Day https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=UmrUV8v-KQg 

 Alison will be calling in at lunchtimes to get to know the children and 
provide a listening ear. There are leaflets about the team's service available 
in the main office.  

On Thursday we welcomed Mrs Sam Ashley into school. Mrs Ashley is the 
newly appointed Deputy CEO of our Trust. It was a pleasure to show her 
around St. Leonard's and share our school with her. Mrs Ashley enjoyed 
talking to staff and children at lunchtime and commented on the wonderful 
feel our school has! 

We have also welcomed new families viewing the school ahead of September 
2024! Appointments can be made via the school office if you know of 
anyone looking for a school place. 

An email has gone out to Owls and Foxes parents to gauge interest in small 
group music lessons during the school day - these would be run in addition 
to the weekly whole class music 
lessons. If this is something you 
would be interested in your child 
accessing, please respond to the 
quick survey on the email. We are 
always looking for ways to further 
our children's education and 
working with the music partnership 
will be an exciting way to do this. 

Miss Phillips 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmrUV8v-KQg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmrUV8v-KQg


 

School Attendance 25th - 29th September 2023 

Hedgehogs        95% 

Owls      89% 

Foxes        95% 

Whole School   93.2 % 

The National target for attendance, 
as set out in guidance from the DFE 

is 95% 

Bags to School - Friday 13th October 2023 
 
The PTFA have arranged for a Bags 2 School collection on Friday 13th October please support 
them by collecting as much unwanted items from the list below and bring to school on Friday 
13th, the more items collected the more money we can raise for school funds. Thank you 

 
Men’s, Ladies’ and Children’s clothing Paired shoes (tied together or elastic band around)  
Handbags - Hats - Bags - Scarves and ties - Jewellery - Lingerie - Socks - Belts  Soft toys - 
Household linen - Household curtains - Household towels - Household bedding (bed sheets, 

pillow cases and duvet covers) 



 

 

Headteacher’s Award 

If your child has something they would like to 
share with us, eg swimming, football, dance, 

Beavers, Brownies etc please send them into school 
& we will share them during our Celebration 

assembly on Friday. 

 

Children in Hedgehogs enjoy 
their food at lunchtimes! 

Postcards home from Miss Phillips 



We used Force Meters to 
investigate whether pulling 
objects on a different surface 
would make a difference to 

the test.  

We understood that we 
needed to measure our 
objects in newtons. We 

used everyday objects to 
complete this task but we 

made sure that we used the 
same object throughout the 

experiment to ensure 
we carried out a fair test. 

Foxes music sessions 
are exploring tempo, 
dynamics and layers 

of sound. 



 

89 139 

152 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and 
3rd gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward. 

Next week in worship we are singing 
 

“If I were a butterfly” 
 If I Were a Butterfly with lyrics - YouTube  

Click the link above to hear the music 

Ark Invoices 

Invoices have been sent out for 
October bookings and are now 

due via your ParentPay accounts. 

Many thanks 

Harvest Service 

All parent/carers are 
invited to join us for our 
Harvest church service 

at St Leonard’s church, Dunston on 25th 
October.  The doors to church will be open 
from 9am and the children will arrive at 

approx. 9:20am 

We will be re-visiting the NSPCC Pants 
message with all children over the next 
few weeks. You can use the resources to 
support with conversations at home as 
well. They children love the song that 
goes with it too! Take a listen by going to 
the link below! 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-
children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-

underwear-rule/ 

 

 

 

Reception & Year 1 Parents 

Parents in Reception and Year 1 are invit-
ed to a Phonics workshop for parents.  

The session is on Thursday 12th October 
at 3:15pm - Children can be booked into 
the Ark at a cost of £3.80 for the hour, 

please speak to the office to book. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o6WeVBHtL9o
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/


Owls have been continuing to find out 
about real-life scientists and their 
discoveries. This week we found out about 
Rachel Carson, a scientist who spent many 
years studying the ocean and is 

widely credited with advancing the global environmental 
movement. She discovered that the water of the ocean had 
chemicals in it and that the animals that lived in the ocean 
also had chemicals in their bodies. She found out that 
pesticides used on farms and in gardens had got into the 
ocean and that these chemicals were very harmful for the sea 
creatures. Owls set up an experiment in a tray using gravel 
for the land, water for the ocean and different coloured 
glitters to represent different pesticides on the land. We 
sprayed the land with water to represent the rain and took 
water samples before, during and after. The glitter, did indeed 
as Rache Carson discovered, 'pollute' the water.  



Can you tell a good lie? 

Next weeks BIG QUESTION 

To develop our philosophical thinking we will be asking a BIG question each week!  As a family take time to 
discuss the big question!  Miss  Phillips will listen to the children’s thoughts on the question during Worship 

on Friday. 

What shape is the colour blue? 

Alex “any shape can be any colour” 

Aoife “a circle” 

Pippa “a rectangle” 

Orla “a triangle” 

Lucas “a cuboid” 

Teddy P “any 3D shape” 

Ralph “a non-ogon” 

Jenson “depends on how much colour 
blue there is” 

Sophie “a shape that hasn’t been 
discovered” 

Rohan “it depends on the item”  

Thomas H “it’s a colour not a shape” 

Miss Phillips is very 
impressed with Y1’s 

knowledge of shapes!” 



Owls have been continuing to 
find out about a range of 

abstract artists and their use of 
colour. This week we have been 
learning how to add white to a 
colour to create different tints. We looked 

at Separation in the Evening, a painting of 
the sunset by the abstract artist Paul Klee 
and noticed the different tints of colour. We 

then created our own tints paintings by 
adding increasing amounts of our chosen 

colour to a pot of white paint. 



In Hedgehogs we have been looking at the 
Tiger Who Came to Tea story again and 

thinking about our favourite foods. We went 
for a food hunt outside and made our favourite 

food in the mud kitchen.  In maths we have 
been grouping and matching. In Phonics we 

have been building confidence in word building 
using s, a, t, p, I, n 

Reception have spent time 
with their Year 4 buddies 
this morning, celebrating 
'What makes their buddy 

special' 



Hedgehogs: 

Reading book – to be read at home daily, these will be issued 
during the autumn term 

Phonics and/or handwriting practice – sent home weekly, this will begin 
during the autumn term 

Topic web with activities to choose from – sent home half-termly 

Opportunities for show and tell – throughout the week 

Owls: 

Reading book – to be read at home daily 

Spellings – sent home weekly to be practised at home 

Weekly learning task – linked to maths, English or wider curriculum work 

Foxes: 

Reading book – to be read at home daily 

Spellings – sent home weekly to be practised at home 

Times Table Rockstars – to be practiced at home daily 

Topic web with activities to choose from – sent home half-termly 

Please see below the homework expectations for each class.  

If you have any questions, please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

Your class topic web details what your child is 
learning this term.  These can be found under 
the ‘Curriculum’ tab on our school website: 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
hedgehogs-learning-nursery-reception/ 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/hedgehogs-learning-nursery-reception/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/hedgehogs-learning-nursery-reception/


Thursday 12th October 3.15pm Reception & Year 1 Parent Phonics Workshop 

Friday 13th October Bags to School collection 

Tuesday 17th October Parents evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 18th October Parents evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 25th October Church service everyone welcome at approx. 9:20am  

Thursday 26th October Flu Vaccinations - Rec to Year 4 

Friday 27th October Inset Day 

Monday 30th Oct - Fri 3rd Nov Half Term 

Friday 1st December Christmas lights switch on 

Wednesday 13th December PM Christmas play - more info to follow 

Thursday 14th December AM Christmas play - more info to follow 

Thursday 21st December Last day - school closes at 1:30pm 

Friday 22nd December Inset Day 

Monday 8th January Back to school 

Friday 9th February Inset Day 

Mon 12th Feb - Fri 16th Feb Half Term 

Mon 25th Mar - Fri 5th April Easter Holiday 

Monday 6th May Bank holiday school closed 

Friday 24th May Inset Day 

Mon 27th - 31st May Half Term 

Friday 19th July Last day of academic year 

Monday 22nd July Inset Day 

PE  Timetable September 2023 

Thursday - Owls & Foxes 

Friday - Hedgehogs & Foxes 

Please make sure your 
child has their PE kit 
in school.  Thank you 
for your co-operation 

On your child's forest school day, please send them to school dressed 
in old clothing you do not mind getting dirty. Please also ensure 
they have wellies to change into, if they are not kept at school. 
Layers and waterproofs are advised because of the wet weather.  

3/10/2023 Year 2 10/10/2023 Year 1 17/10/2023 Reception 



This weekend is the FA’s Play Safe week-
end. English football is promoting their 
countywide and nationwide campaign to 
focus attention on the vital importance 
of safeguarding across the national 

game. 
  
The campaign focuses on the role that everyone including coaches, parents and 
carers can play in keeping children safe, in all settings. There is also a free aware-
ness course for parents and carers, and they are asking that clubs and leagues at 
every level sign the Play Safe Pledge. 

  
Please view the following link for further information   https://www.thefa.com/

https://learn.englandfootball.com/courses/safeguarding/safeguarding-awareness-for-parents-and-carers
https://learn.englandfootball.com/courses/safeguarding/safeguarding-awareness-for-parents-and-carers
https://thefa.jotform.com/232111952202845
https://www.thefa.com/playsafe



