
 

 

Friday 22nd September 2023 

Our School Value: Thankfulness  
Give thanks whatever happens. That is what God wants for you in Christ Jesus. Thessalonians 5.18  

Dear Families, 

We have had another fantastic week in school with two external visitors both 
teaching us about waste and rubbish! 

On Monday we were joined by Lucy from Severn Trent who taught us all about 
what can go down the toilet and drains. I overheard lots of poo talk on the gate! It 
was a great assembly with lots of interaction from the children. If you get a 
moment, please fill out the feedback survey linked later in the Post. 

On Thursday Hillary from Veolia came into school with a set of VR-headsets which 
transported children to the Veolia recycling plant. The looks on their faces were 
priceless as they explored what happens to our waste in such an exciting way.  

In worship on Wednesday we spent more time exploring the value of love. To 
celebrate what we love, we are asking pupils to bring in photos, certificates, 
medals etc. to showcase their out of school achievements. We know so much 
learning and activity takes place outside of school and we want to celebrate this. 
We have park-runners, beavers, rainbows, swimmers, footballers, dancers, 
climbers, farmers, musicians and more amongst us! Please send in items to 
celebrate and we will share them in Friday worship and add copies to our entrance 
hall display.  

Congratulations to Miss Tina who has passed her Environmental Health Inspection 
this morning, gaining top marks of a level 5 for her Food Hygiene standards. 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Miss Phillips 



Hedgehogs: 

Reading book – to be read at home daily, these will be issued 
during the autumn term 

Phonics and/or handwriting practice – sent home weekly, this will begin 
during the autumn term 

Topic web with activities to choose from – sent home half-termly 

Opportunities for show and tell – throughout the week 

Owls: 

Reading book – to be read at home daily 

Spellings – sent home weekly to be practised at home 

Weekly learning task – linked to maths, English or wider curriculum work 

Foxes: 

Reading book – to be read at home daily 

Spellings – sent home weekly to be practised at home 

Times Table Rockstars – to be practiced at home daily 

Topic web with activities to choose from – sent home half-termly 

Please see below the homework expectations for each class.  

If you have any questions, please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

Your class topic web details what your child is 
learning this term.  These can be found under 
the ‘Curriculum’ tab on our school website: 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/
hedgehogs-learning-nursery-reception/ 

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/hedgehogs-learning-nursery-reception/
https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/hedgehogs-learning-nursery-reception/


In forest 
school year 4 
worked as a 

team or 
individually 

to create 
frames. 

Foxes are 
practising 

their hockey 
skills in PE 



 

School Attendance 18th - 22nd September 2023 

Hedgehogs        97% 

Owls      99% 

Foxes        95% 

Whole School    96.4% 

The National target for attendance, 
as set out in guidance from the DFE 

is 95% 

Bags to School - Friday 13th October 2023 
 
The PTFA have arranged for a Bags 2 School collection on Friday 13th October please support 
them by collecting as much unwanted items from the list below and bring to school on Friday 
13th, the more items collected the more money we can raise for school funds. Thank you 

 
Men’s, Ladies’ and Children’s clothing Paired shoes (tied together or elastic band around)  
Handbags - Hats - Bags - Scarves and ties - Jewellery - Lingerie - Socks - Belts  Soft toys - 
Household linen - Household curtains - Household towels - Household bedding (bed sheets, 

pillow cases and duvet covers) 



Gardening club have 
harvested all the produce 
they planted earlier in the 

year - a fantastic 
achievement, well done 

everyone! 



 

96 

89 93 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and 
3rd gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward. 

Medical conditions  

If your child has a medical 
condition, we will be reviewing 

the information we have on record at 
parents' evening later this half term. If 
there have been any changes over the 

summer, please call into the office to make 
sure we are up to date. 

The Reading 

Tree 

The school library is 
open every Friday 
afternoon at 3:10pm for parents & 

children to choose a book of their choice 
to take home.  Returns can be brought 

back the following week. 

Next week in worship we are singing 
 

“My Lighthouse” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=lFBZJGSgyVQ 
 

Click the link above to hear the music 

Club & Ark 

payments 

Payments for after school 
clubs and for The Ark are 

now overdue, please pay via your ParentPay 
accounts asap. 

Thank you 

Ark Payments & Bookings 

Please can we remind parents that ALL sessions booked for after school care 
will be charged in advance, whether children attend or not. It is important 
that bookings for after school care are made in advance as we may not be 

able to accommodate all the late requests we are currently receiving. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFBZJGSgyVQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFBZJGSgyVQ


Much excitement in class Owls & Foxes this week as 
we welcomed Hillary from Veolia.  Using VR headsets, 
the children had a virtual tour of the factory seeing 

how the factory recycles household waste and creates 
electricity. 

On Monday we 
welcomed Lucy from 
Severn Trent Water 
who taught us all 
about what can go 
down the toilet and 

drains! 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?

id=mR5c4eN7XEmXjuynuOqfMR6MwD9FKgRJkvHKVy10yQBUMzI0WjM1W

lJINDZaNFpYM0lCQURCM0VIUC4u 

Lucy would appreciate 
parent/child feedback 
by completing the 
short survey at the link 
below: 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=mR5c4eN7XEmXjuynuOqfMR6MwD9FKgRJkvHKVy10yQBUMzI0WjM1WlJINDZaNFpYM0lCQURCM0VIUC4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=mR5c4eN7XEmXjuynuOqfMR6MwD9FKgRJkvHKVy10yQBUMzI0WjM1WlJINDZaNFpYM0lCQURCM0VIUC4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=mR5c4eN7XEmXjuynuOqfMR6MwD9FKgRJkvHKVy10yQBUMzI0WjM1WlJINDZaNFpYM0lCQURCM0VIUC4u


What shape is the colour blue? 

Next weeks BIG QUESTION 

To develop our philosophical thinking we will be asking a BIG question each week!  As a family take time to 
discuss the big question!  Miss  Phillips will listen to the children’s thoughts on the question during Worship 

on Friday. 

What does the wind smell like? 

Ruby “like dirt” 

Adina “like the air” 

Teddy “nothing” 

Alfie “can’t smell it and can’t see it” 

Danny “the only thing you can smell is 
whatever is in the wind” 

Preston “it could smell of anything, you 
could spray something” 

Lucas “like ice” 

Fran “anything and nothing” 

Tovah “depends on where you are” 

 

School Council 
2023 - 2024 

 

Worship Team 
2023 - 2024 



Class Owls have been continuing to learn about colour in their art work. This 
week we found out about the work of the abstract Mark Rothko, who loved to mix 

colours. We experimented using the primary colours to mix secondary colours 
and then we created some colour field paintings in the style of Mark Rothko.  



 

In Hedgehogs we are 
continuing to build new 

relationships and the children 
are remembering each others 

names. The children have 
enjoyed spending time in our 
new look reading area and 

trying out ideas in the writing 
area. We are continuing to 
think about what makes us 

special and we have shared our 
ideas for a classroom display. 
At the end of the week Hillary 
from Veolia visited us to tell us 

all about recycling.  



Friday 13th October Bags to School collection 

Tuesday 17th October Parents evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 18th October Parents evening - more info to follow 

Wednesday 25th October Church service everyone welcome at approx. 9:20am  

Thursday 26th October Flu Vaccinations - Rec to Year 4 

Friday 27th October Inset Day 

Monday 30th Oct - Fri 3rd Nov Half Term 

Friday 1st December Christmas lights switch on 

Wednesday 13th December PM Christmas play - more info to follow 

Thursday 14th December AM Christmas play - more info to follow 

Thursday 21st December Last day - school closes at 1:30pm 

Friday 22nd December Inset Day 

Monday 8th January Back to school 

Friday 9th February Inset Day 

Mon 12th Feb - Fri 16th Feb Half Term 

Mon 25th Mar - Fri 5th April Easter Holiday 

Monday 6th May Bank holiday school closed 

Friday 24th May Inset Day 

Mon 27th - 31st May Half Term 

Friday 19th July Last day of academic year 

Monday 22nd July Inset Day 

PE  Timetable September 2023 

Thursday - Owls & Foxes 

Friday - Hedgehogs & Foxes 

Please make sure your 
child has their PE kit 
in school.  Thank you 
for your co-operation 

On your child's forest school day, please send them to school dressed 
in old clothing you do not mind getting dirty. Please also ensure 
they have wellies to change into, if they are not kept at school. 
Layers and waterproofs are advised because of the wet weather.  

26/09/2023 Year 3 

3/10/2023 Year 2 10/10/2023 Year 1 17/10/2023 Reception 






