
Friday Post 

Our School Value: Trust 
Friday 4th November 2022 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  
School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  
E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Dear Families, 
We have had a wonderful first week back in school. It was a pleasure to welcome the children 
on Tuesday and we have loved hearing about their exciting half-term adventures! 
This week we began our Forest School sessions with the Wildlife Trust. Our Year 4's had a great 
afternoon exploring the outdoor environment. As we saw on Tuesday, the sessions will go ahead 
whatever the weather, so please make sure your child comes dressed appropriately on their 
day.  
We also launched a new strategy to support positive behaviour in school this week - the 
Champion Chart! A full explanation is attached. I am looking forward to sending post-cards 
home to celebrate the excellent behaviour in school! 
Our Christian value for this half-term is trust - no doubt you will have heard the children 
singing 'My Lighthouse' which reminds us to trust in the promises of God when things get 
tough. We will be exploring stories from the Bible and the promises of God over the coming 
weeks.  
It has been a pleasure to welcome Mr Atkins into school this 
week. He will be joining for the Reception and Year One 
phonics meeting which is taking place next Thursday.  
As you may be aware, cases of Covid are on the rise. Our 
advise is to self-isolate wherever possible. Please keep us 
updated as you would with any illness. We would ask that 
you remind your children of good personal hygiene to help 
stop the spread.  
Have a wonderful weekend. 
Miss Phillips 

You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you. Isaiah 26.3  

A reminder that in the 
morning the school gate opens 
at 8:45am and closes promptly 

at 8:55am  Children who 
arrive after 8:55am will be 

marked as late. 



St Leonard’s Champion! 
Children reach the sunshine for something 
over and above or exceptional. 
Once they have been on the sunshine three 
times, they will receive a postcard to take 
home from Miss Phillips which celebrates 
their success. 
 

Well done! 
Children are moved here when excellent 
behaviour for learning has been spotted. 
Teachers may choose for children to ‘creep’ 
up this section, getting closer and closer to 
the sunshine throughout the day. 
 

  
All children’s names start here at the 
beginning of the day. This way the 
Champion Chart is reset daily. 
Where possible no consequences are left 
from the day before. 
 

Warning 
Children are moved here when their 
behaviour or attitude does not meet the 
teacher’s expectations. They will have been 
given a verbal warning and chance to right 
their behaviour before being moved. 
 

Consequence 
Children are moved here when their 
behaviour or attitude has not improved 
despite a verbal and visual warning 
(previous step). 
An age appropriate and proportionate 
consequence is enforced by the class teacher. 
 

Champion Chart 



Please see the timetable below. On your child's day, please send them 
to school dressed in old clothing they do not mind getting dirty. 
Please also ensure they have wellies to change into if they are not 
kept at school. Layers and waterproofs are advised because of the 
winter weather. 

Forest schools timetable 

 
08.11.22 Foxes Y3 

15.11.22 Owls Y2 

22.11.22 Owls Y1 

29.11.22 Hedgehogs Reception 

13.12.22 Hedgehogs Nursery 

This week in Forest School, Year 4 discussed the importance of health and safety 
within our school grounds. Children explored the area to identify hazards, marked 
them using strands of wool and explained to the rest of the group why they were a 
hazard.  Then they explored the facilities within the area, had 
fun on the rope swing, created recipes in the mud kitchen and 
picked apples.  

 Even though we had heavy rain, Year 4 had lots of fun 



 

In their final art lesson based 
around the work of Andy 

Goldsworthy, Class Owls have 
been pressing leaves into clay to 
make some lovely leaf print tiles. 



 

142 

99 92 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and 
3rd gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward. 

Edward 

Oliver 

Ellis 

Elsie 
Harry 

After School Clubs 

& 

After School Care 

Payment for After School Clubs and After School Care is now due via your 
ParentPay accounts - payment date is tonight. 



We look forward to seeing all 
the children at the school disco, 

on Monday 7th November please return all consent forms 
and fee to the PTA Box in the office or a member of the 
PTA as soon as you can so we can make the necessary 
arrangements for catering. 
 

Its time to get your thinking caps on again as we will be 
running our Eco Christmas decoration competition again this year. Children are 
invited to make an eco friendly Christmas Tree Decoration to be placed on the 
school Christmas tree. There will be a prize for the best in each Year group. The 
School Christmas Tree is kindly being donated to school again this year by Mr & 
Mrs Williams so lets make it the best decorated tree in Dunston! All entries will 
need to be in school by 01/12 and the entry fee is £2. 

Plans are still ongoing for the Christmas Tree light switch on which will take place 
on Friday 2nd December so please save this date in your diaries.    

Thanks for your support 
We are supporting the British Legion Poppy Appeal with 

items available for sale on the gate at home time. 

Today in RE Foxes learnt all about the  Hindu 
celebration of Diwali. We listened to the story of 
Rama and Sita and had a look at what different 

families do to celebrate this festival of light. We 
created our own Rangoli Patterns using different 

coloured rice.  



No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 



We have some 
budding 

footballers in 
class 

Hedgehogs! 

The children in Hedgehogs welcomed Mr Atkins to the 
school on Thursday! 

Remember, 
remember the 
5th November 



 

 

 

 

To parents of Reception and Year 1 children 

You are invited to a Phonics and Early Reading workshop at school on Thursday 10th November 
at 3.15pm 

This will be an extremely valuable opportunity for you to find out more about early reading, 
what we teach in phonics and the strategies we use to teach it. The information will help you to 

further support your child at home when reading together. You will also be able to find out 
more about the national phonics screening check which all Year 1 children take in June each 

year. If you would like to book your child a place in The Ark, at a cost of £3.80 to enable you to 
attend the meeting, please contact the school office. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Miss S. Laing 

Reception 2023  

Do you have a child born between 1/09/2018 to 31/08/2019? If so you will be able 
to apply online for a place in our Reception class from Friday 1st November 2021 the closing 
date is 15th January 2023. Applications should be made directly at https://
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx  

Please note that an application must be made for EVERY child regardless of whether or not 
they are already in our Nursery class.  

Before School Club 

A reminder that Miss King runs our Before School Club from 8am until school 
starts.  To use the club you must be in Reception to Year 4 

arrive before 8:30am and there is a cost of £3:50 with siblings 
being £2:50 each, payment via ParentPay.  There is no need to 

pre-book this facility just turn up - you must however 
remember to keep your ParentPay account topped up. 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx


Monday 7th November School Disco 3pm - 4pm 

Thursday 10th November - 3.15pm Reception & Year 1 Parent Phonics Workshop  

Monday 14th November Reception School Nurses - heights & weights 

Wednesday 14th December - morning Whole School Nativity - more info to follow 

Thursday 15th December - afternoon Whole School Nativity - more info to follow 

Friday 16th December School closes at 1:30pm - no after school care 

Monday 19th December - Monday 2nd January  Christmas holidays 

Tuesday 3rd January 2023 Inset Day - school closed to children 

Friday 17th February Inset Day - school closed to children 

Monday 20th February - Friday 24th February Half Term 

Monday 3rd April - Friday 14th April Easter Holidays 

  

  

  

  

This week during worship we are 
learning: 

‘My Lighthouse’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=lFBZJGSgyVQ  

Please follow the link above to hear the music 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTHDKxOL9cg





