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Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
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School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  
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Dear Families, 
 
Another busy week has passed, as always full of learning and fun! 
Thank you to everyone for making the effort to ensure children are arriving before 
the gates close at 8.55am - this makes a big difference to the start of the school 
day for all pupils. 
 
This week we have enjoyed marking Children In Need! The cake sale yesterday 
was a huge success - thank you to our school council for hosting it so well. The 
children also looked fantastic today wearing spots to celebrate! Thank you for all 
your generous donations, we managed to raise £107.20!! 
 
This week we also marked anti-bullying week. Miss Laing talked to the school 
about what bullying means, how to spot it and how to stop it. Our PSHE lessons 
have continued to look at bullying in more detail.  
 
Christmas rehearsals have begun - as you will no 
doubt be aware! We are really looking forward to 
celebrating and sharing our performances with you 
at the end of term.  
 
Have a wonderful weekend, 
Miss Phillips  

You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you. Isaiah 26.3  



The Gigantic Star  
Whole school 
Nativity play 

This year the whole school will be performing The Gigantic Star on the 
morning of Wednesday 14th December and the afternoon of Thursday 15th 
December (more information about tickets will follow)  

Hedgehogs and Owls will be acting out the traditional nativity story and 
Class Foxes are already busy learning lots of songs for their role as choir.  

Owls and Hedgehogs parents, please look out for information about lines 
and costumes in children's bags.  Nursery children are welcome to join in 
with the play if it isn’t their usual day of attendance and they will need a 
sheep costume - please let us know if your nursery child will be joining in. 

Class Foxes will need to wear a casual outfit which includes a Christmas 
jumper. We would be grateful if these items could be brought into school 
in a named bag by Friday 9th December in time for the dress rehearsal 
the following Monday. 

Please see the timetable below. On your child's day, please send them 
to school dressed in old clothing they do not mind getting dirty. 
Please also ensure they have wellies to change into if they are not 
kept at school. Layers and waterproofs are advised because of the 
winter weather. 

Forest schools timetable 

 22.11.22 Owls Y1 

29.11.22 Hedgehogs Reception 

13.12.22 Hedgehogs Nursery 

Advanced warning - School hours September 2023 

Please be aware that there will be a parent consultation after Christmas with reference to the 
Governments  expectation that all state-funded mainstream schools should deliver a school 

week of at least 32.5 hours by September 2023. 





Sickness 

We seen to have quite a few coughs & colds and cases of sickness 
going around.  Please click the link below to find some useful 

advice about childhood illnesses https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-
my-child-too-ill-for-school/  as always please inform any 

absences to the school office before 8:45am by either calling 
01785 712488 or emailing office@st-leonards-

dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Extra Bank Holiday! 

The Government has announced an additional bank holiday to mark the 
coronation of King Charles III next year.  

School will be closed on Monday 8th May 2023. 

 

Reception 2023  

Do you have a child born between 1/09/2018 to 31/08/2019? If so you will be able 
to apply online for a place in our Reception class from Friday 1st November 2021 the closing 
date is 15th January 2023. Applications should be made directly at https://
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx  

Please note that an application must be made for EVERY child regardless of whether or not 
they are already in our Nursery class.  

We all need a little financial help right now and one 
thing to check is to see if your child could be 
entitled to Free School Meals.. Even if you don’t 
want your child/ren to have the meals, claiming 
them helps our school. The more eligible parents 
who claim meals, the more funding the school 
receives.  To check to see if your child is eligible 
please click on the link below https://
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-
awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx    

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx


 

Year 2 really enjoyed their Forest School 
session this week, they were spotting 
potential hazards in the forest school 

environment by marking them with string. 



Jenson 

Freddie 

Alex 

Amelie 

Finley 

Aria 

 



 

This week we are launching our annual Eco Christmas tree decoration competition. Each 
child is invited to make an eco friendly Christmas tree decoration that they will place on 
our school Christmas tree which will be outside on the school playground for all visitors 
to school to see. Entries are £2 for each decoration to be paid to the PTFA. Entries will be 
judged and winners announced during our Christmas tree light switch on! There will be 
a winner for each year group. Please have all entries in by 1st December. 
 
We are still needing chocolate and wine donations for our tombola please, there is a box 
in the school entrance hall for you to leave them. 
There will be hot drinks and cake available to purchase at the Christmas light switch on 
and real Christmas door wreaths you can purchase also so please bring spending money 
on 2nd December. More details to follow shortly.  

 

Final request, does anybody know a Santa who would be willing to deliver a gift to the 
children at school on behalf of the PTFA?  If so, please either speak to myself or call/
email the school office. 

 

PTA Volunteers are still needed if you are interested please get in touch. 

Many thanks, 

Leisha Hatton, Chair 



No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

99 40 

130 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and 
3rd gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward. 



We made an  
obstacle course! 

Hedgehogs have been spotting circles & triangles in the school 
environment 



Friday 2nd December Christmas Tree switch on at 3pm 

Tuesday 6th December Amerton Farm Trip 

Thursday 8th December Christmas Jumper day 

Friday 9th December Nativity Costumes to be in school 

Wednesday 14th December - 10am Whole School Nativity - ticket info to follow 

Thursday 15th December - 2pm Whole School Nativity - ticket info to follow 

Friday 16th December School closes at 1:30pm - no after school care 

Monday 19th December - Monday 2nd January  Christmas holidays 

Tuesday 3rd January 2023 Inset Day - school closed to children 

Friday 17th February Inset Day - school closed to children 

Monday 20th February - Friday 24th February Half Term 

Monday 3rd April - Friday 14th April Easter Holidays 

Monday 8th May Bank Holiday 

  

  

Carols we are learning this festive 
season: 

It was on a Starry Night -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=HeRrAzapOQ0 

Away in a Manger - https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=Zi45JkZtUnM 

Little Donkey - https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=AHLVM4MJgmo 

 

Please follow the links above to hear the music 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HeRrAzapOQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HeRrAzapOQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zi45JkZtUnM
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHLVM4MJgmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHLVM4MJgmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTHDKxOL9cg


A note of thanks for your kind Harvest donations 

Free Safeguarding Awareness course for 
Parents & Carers 

The FA is committed to safeguarding children across the game in 
England. 

From ensuring best practice and recognising poor practice to 
understanding how to report concerns quickly and effectively, we 
believe that making football fun, enjoyable and safe is everyone's 

responsibility 

Our Safeguarding Awareness for Parents & Carers' course is 
designed to help you to make an informed choice about the football 

setting you enrol your child in. 

Upon completion of the course, you'll receive a safeguarding 
certificate that will appear on your FAN account. You can return to 

the course to refresh your knowledge at any time. 

 

https://learn.englandfootball.com/courses/safeguarding/
safeguarding-awareness-for-parents-and-carers 

https://learn.englandfootball.com/courses/safeguarding/safeguarding-awareness-for-parents-and-carers
https://learn.englandfootball.com/courses/safeguarding/safeguarding-awareness-for-parents-and-carers


COMPETITION 






