
Friday Post 

Our School Value: Trust 
Friday 11th November 2022 

Headteacher: Miss C Phillips, 
St Leonard’s First School & Nursery,  
School Lane, Dunston, ST18 9AG 
Tel: 01785 712488  
E-mail: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Dear Families, 
 

We have enjoyed another busy school week full of learning and plenty of songs! 
My Lighthouse House has certainly been stuck in our heads all week! 
We have continued to explore the value of trust and Mrs Carrington shared the 
story of Jesus calming the storm. We have spent time learning about how we can 
talk to Jesus through prayer when we are worried or frightened. We have also 
thought about the people in our lives we can trust to share our worries and fears 
with. 
Thank you to everyone who joined our phonics workshop yesterday. Supporting 
your children with their reading is one of the best ways you can help them while 
they are in school. Reading stories to them and hearing them reading the books 
we send home will really help. If you would like more support with this, please 
speak to your child's class teacher. 
Today we held a special time of worship to remember those who have given their 
lives fighting for our country. We met around the forest school church to share 
poems and lay poppies as an act of remembrance. It was a special time spent as a 
school community.  
As the winter weather is upon us, please ensure your child has a coat in school 
with them each day. Please also ensure they are dressed in full school uniform 
every day. Spare clothes and lost property are in the box outside the office should 
you need any extras. 
Have a wonderful weekend and we will look forward to seeing you on Monday for 
another week of learning to love and loving to learn! 
 

Miss Phillips 

You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you. Isaiah 26.3  

A reminder that in the morning the school gate 
opens at 8:45am and closes promptly at 

8:55am  Children who arrive after 8:55am will 
be marked as late. 



Children in 
early years were 

busy making 
“mud 

sandwiches” 
afterwards they 
laid out their 
food and were 
selling it in 
their ‘shop’  



Please see the timetable below. On your child's day, please send them 
to school dressed in old clothing they do not mind getting dirty. 
Please also ensure they have wellies to change into if they are not 
kept at school. Layers and waterproofs are advised because of the 
winter weather. 

Forest schools timetable 

 15.11.22 Owls Y2 

22.11.22 Owls Y1 

29.11.22 Hedgehogs Reception 

13.12.22 Hedgehogs Nursery 

Children in Need 2022 

 

The school council will be holding a cake sale on Thursday 17th November in aid 
of Children in Need.  Please would parents help to support the cause by sending 
in cake donations on Wednesday 16th and Thursday morning (home made or 

shop) and then they will be on sale at home time on Thursday at 3pm & 4pm.  If 
children are in the Ark until 5pm that day they will get the chance to buy some 

if they have any money. 

Friday 18th November we invite everyone to come to school dressed in spots, to 
support this great cause. 



The Gigantic Star  
Whole school 
Nativity play 

This year the whole school will be performing The Gigantic Star on the morning of 
Wednesday 14th December and the afternoon of Thursday 15th December (more 
information about tickets will follow)  

Hedgehogs and Owls will be acting out the traditional nativity story and Class 
Foxes are already busy learning lots of songs for their role as choir.  

Owls and Hedgehogs parents, please look out for information about lines and 
costumes in children's bags.  Nursery children are welcome to join in with the play 
if it isn’t their usual day of attendance and they will need a sheep costume - please 
let us know if your nursery child will be joining in. 

Class Foxes will need to wear a casual outfit which includes a Christmas jumper. 
We would be grateful if these items could be brought into school in a named bag by 
Friday 9th December in time for the dress rehearsal the following Monday. 

In our PSHE lessons this term, each class will be 
discussing the NSPCC’s Underwear Rule. This is 
designed to teach pupils how to stay safe from 
sexual abuse, without giving explicit information or 
telling scary stories or even using the term “sexual 
abuse.” In the lesson, children will learn about the 
‘PANTS’ acrostic, which stands for: Privates are 
private Always remember your body belongs to 
you No means no Talk about secrets that upset 
you Speak up, someone can help.  The lesson will 
be delivered in a way that’s fully age-appropriate. 
More information about the Underwear Rule, 
including a short film and a parent guide can be 
found at  https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-
children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-
rule/ 



Fruit Salad 

Children in Foxes have 
made fruit salad this week - 

learning how important it is to be 
hygienic when preparing food and 

how to use equipment safely.  



Sickness 

We seen to have quite a few coughs & colds and cases of sickness 
going around.  Please click the link below to find some useful ad-
vice about childhood illnesses https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-

my-child-too-ill-for-school/  as always please inform any absenc-
es to the school office before 8:45am by either calling 01785 
712488 or emailing office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk 

Before School Club 

A reminder that Miss King runs our Before School Club from 8am until school 
starts.  To use the club you must be in Reception to Year 4 

arrive before 8:30am and there is a cost of £3:50 with siblings 
being £2:50 each, payment via ParentPay.  There is no need to 

pre-book this facility just turn up - you must however 
remember to keep your ParentPay account topped up. 

Reception 2023  

Do you have a child born between 1/09/2018 to 31/08/2019? If so you will be able 
to apply online for a place in our Reception class from Friday 1st November 2021 the closing 
date is 15th January 2023. Applications should be made directly at https://
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx  

Please note that an application must be made for EVERY child regardless of whether or not 
they are already in our Nursery class.  

We all need a little financial help right now and one 
thing to check is to see if your child could be 
entitled to Free School Meals.. Even if you don’t 
want your child/ren to have the meals, claiming 
them helps our school. The more eligible parents 
who claim meals, the more funding the school 
receives.  To check to see if your child is eligible 
please click on the link below https://
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-
awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx    

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx


 



  
Class Owls have continued their 
Design and Technology topic and 

have been finding out how to make 
more moving pictures. We linked this 

week's work to Remembrance Day 
and made moving poppies by joining 

5 parts together with a paper 
fastener. We presented our poppies at 

our 11am Remembrance service. 

Today the whole school came together at our outside church .  We had poems 
and prayers and each child laid a poppy which they made earlier in the week. 



 

41 28 

58 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and 
3rd gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward. 

Esme 

Jarrod 

Romy 

Ava 

After School Clubs 

& 

After School Care 

Payment for After School Clubs and After School Care is now overdue please pay 
your outstanding balances to secure your child’s place in clubs. 

William 

Aliyah 



 

Thanks to everyone who came along and supported the disco, 
the children had a great time! We raised a total of £190 which 
we will put towards the children’s Christmas treats. 

Friday 2nd December is our Christmas lights switch on, all parents and grandparents are 
welcome. There will be hot drinks, cake and a mini Christmas market. There will be a 
chocolate and wine tombola so we are kindly asking for chocolate and wine donations if 
you can bring them into school please. Children will be singing Christmas carols for us 
all to enjoy so please put this date in your diary. 

 PTA Volunteers are still needed if you are interested please get in touch. 

Many thanks, 

Leisha Hatton, Chair 

 



No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

The children have really enjoyed the hymn the last two weeks, we have 
been really impressed by their enthusiasm in joining in and following 

the actions, it made for a very lively school worship this week! 



Advanced warning - School hours September 2023 

Please be aware that there will be a parent consultation after Christmas with reference to the 
Governments  expectation that all state-funded mainstream schools should deliver a school 

week of at least 32.5 hours by September 2023. 

Maths on the move 

Children in year 4 take part in 
weekly ‘Maths on the move’ ses-

sions, they start by completing desk 
tasks but then take their learning 
outside for some ‘maths on the 

move’ 



Children in 
Early Years 
have been 
exploring 

numbers & 
shapes 



Monday 14th November Reception School Nurses - heights & weights 

Thursday 17th November Cake Sale at 3pm & 4pm 

Friday 18th November Dress in spots for Children in Need 

Friday 2nd December Christmas Tree switch on at 3pm 

Tuesday 6th December Amerton Farm Trip 

Thursday 8th December Christmas Jumper day 

Friday 9th December Nativity Costumes to be in school 

Wednesday 14th December - morning Whole School Nativity - more info to follow 

Thursday 15th December - afternoon Whole School Nativity - more info to follow 

Friday 16th December School closes at 1:30pm - no after school care 

Monday 19th December - Monday 2nd January  Christmas holidays 

Tuesday 3rd January 2023 Inset Day - school closed to children 

Friday 17th February Inset Day - school closed to children 

Monday 20th February - Friday 24th February Half Term 

Monday 3rd April - Friday 14th April Easter Holidays 

This week during worship we are 
learning: 

‘Trust in the Lord with all your Heart’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=07Rrux5wZmM 

  

Please follow the link above to hear the music 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=07Rrux5wZmM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTHDKxOL9cg



