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Dear Families, 
 
Where have the last seven weeks gone?! It has been a pleasure and privilege to become part of 
the St Leonard's family this half-term, I know Mrs Martin would echo that sentiment too.  
 
Thank you to everyone who joined us this morning for our harvest celebrations! Your generous 
donations have been sent to Rising Brook Community Church's foodbank where they will be 
shared with families in the local community over the coming weeks.  
 
Thank you also to those who were able to join us for parents' evening this week - the teachers 
loved sharing stories of your children's progress. If you were unable to attend, please speak to 

your child's class teacher to arrange an alternative appointment. 
 
We have much to look forward to after the half-term holiday. We are 
pleased to announce that we have recruited Mr Atkins as our full-time 
Hedgehogs teacher from January. He will be in school part time after half-
term so do look out for him and extend a welcome to him. 
 
We will also be starting up Forest School lessons after half-term as well - 
these are in partnership with the Wildlife Trust. Please see the details in 
the post for your child's session.  
 
Monday 7th November sees our first disco of the school year! Please ensure 

your child's slip has been returned to the box in 
the office. We have no doubt it will be a great 
evening! 
 
Have a wonderful half-term break whatever you 
get up to, we will look forward to welcoming 
you back into school on Tuesday 1st November. 
 
Miss Phillips 



We were visited by Alison from the Youth Net on Wednesday and Owls 
enjoyed a super Harvest workshop. They learnt about the different people 
we need to thank for our food. They drew their favourite foods on paper 
plates and said thank you. They also learnt the story of Jesus feeding the 
5000 with five loaves and two fish.  

In RE Hedgehogs have been 
sharing the bible story of 

‘The Creation’ we have been 
sequencing the first seven 

days of Gods work. 

After listening to the story 
Elmer, children in Hedgehogs 

made their own Elmer 
masks, they decorated them 
in their own patterns and 

carefully cut them out.  We 
then went on an elephant 
walk, plodding along just 
like an elephant swinging 

our trunks!! 



We look forward to seeing all 
the children at the school disco, 
on Monday 7th November 
please return all consent forms 

and fee to the PTA Box in the office or a member of the 
PTA as soon as you can so we can make the necessary 
arrangements for catering. 
 

Its time to get your thinking caps on again as we will be running our Eco 
Christmas decoration competition again this year. Children are invited to make an 
eco friendly Christmas Tree Decoration to be placed on the school Christmas tree. 
There will be a prize for the best in each Year group. The School Christmas Tree is 
kindly being donated to school again this year by Mr & Mrs Williams so lets make 
it the best decorated tree in Dunston! All entries will need to be in school by 01/12 
and the entry fee is £2. 

Plans are still ongoing for the Christmas Tree light switch on which will take place 
on Friday 2nd December so please save this date in your diaries.    

We are pleased to announce that we will be working with the Wildlife 
Trust to run weekly forest school sessions after half-term. These 
sessions will allow pupils to explore our wonderful forest school 
setting and develop their love of the outdoor environment. Each 
session will have a link to one of our school's values which means next 

half-term the focus will be on trust. We can't wait to get started! 

Please see the timetable below. On your child's day, please send them to school dressed in old 
clothing they do not mind getting dirty. Please also ensure they have wellies to change into if 
they are not kept at school. Layers and waterproofs are advised because of the winter weather. 

Forest schools timetable 

 01.11.22 Foxes Y4 

08.11.22 Foxes Y3 

15.11.22 Owls Y2 

22.11.22 Owls Y1 

29.11.22 Hedgehogs Reception 

13.12.22 Hedgehogs Nursery 

  

We will be supporting the British Legion Poppy Appeal after 
1/2 term with items available for sale on the gate at home 

time. 



 

101 121 

150 

Each week the team with the most tokens gains 3 leaves on their tree, 2nd gets 2 leaves and 
3rd gets 1 leaf.  At the end of the term the team with the most leaves will earn a reward. 

As part of their Art topic Foxes have been sewing pieces of fruit - all made with 
loving care!!!  



In Science Class Owls have been learning 
about plants and trees. This week they went 
on a tree hunt around the school grounds. 

They learned the names of some of the trees, 
collected leaves, looked carefully at the shape 

of leaves from different trees and sorted 
them. 



No nuts please 

Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products 
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

Elliott  Edie  Amber  Myla 
 Freddie T  Ted 

Awarded by our lunchtime supervisors 



Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October Half Term 

Monday 31st October Inset Day - school closed to children 

Tuesday 1st November Reception 2023 applications open 

Thursday 3rd November School Nurses - Flu Vaccinations Rec - Y4 

Monday 7th November School Disco 3pm - 4pm 

Thursday 10th November Reception & Year 1 Parent Phonics Workshop  

Monday 14th November Reception School Nurses - heights & weights 

Wednesday 14th December - morning Whole School Nativity - more info to follow 

Thursday 15th December - afternoon Whole School Nativity - more info to follow 

Monday 19th December - Monday 2nd January  Christmas holidays 

Tuesday 3rd January 2023 Inset Day - school closed to children 

Friday 17th February Inset Day - school closed to children 

Monday 20th February - Friday 24th February Half Term 

Monday 3rd April - Friday 14th April Easter Holidays 

  

This week during worship we are 
learning: 

‘My Lighthouse’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=lFBZJGSgyVQ  

Please follow the link above to hear the music 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTHDKxOL9cg




 

 

 

 

To parents of Reception and Year 1 children 

You are invited to a Phonics and Early Reading workshop at school on Thursday 10th November 
at 3.15pm 

This will be an extremely valuable opportunity for you to find out more about early reading, 
what we teach in phonics and the strategies we use to teach it. The information will help you to 

further support your child at home when reading together. You will also be able to find out 
more about the national phonics screening check which all Year 1 children take in June each 

year. If you would like to book your child a place in The Ark, at a cost of £3.80 to enable you to 
attend the meeting, please contact the school office. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Miss S. Laing 

Flu Immunisations Reception - Y4      Thursday 3rd November 

A reminder to complete your Electronic Consent form. The School Age Immunisation Team 
has moved to a paperless vaccination programme and the use of e-Consent is quick and easy 

to use.  To complete the on-line consent form, please using the following link: https://
forms.mpft.nhs.uk/  Choose the following from the dropdown list: 

St Leonard’s CofE (C) First School (Dunston) – 03 Nov 2022 - Flu 

Your school code is: SS124248-22 

Please make sure that you complete and submit your child’s consent form before 27/10/2022 

Reception 2023  

Do you have a child born between 1/09/2018 to 31/08/2019? If so you will be able 
to apply online for a place in our Reception class from Friday 1st November 2021 the closing 
date is 15th January 2023. Applications should be made directly at https://
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx  

Please note that an application must be made for EVERY child regardless of whether or not 
they are already in our Nursery class.  

https://forms.mpft.nhs.uk/
https://forms.mpft.nhs.uk/
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Overview.aspx


Autumn Leaves 

We had great fun playing 
with the leaves at playtime 

but a big thank you to 
children in last nights Ark 
for clearing some away! 








