Friday 11th March 2022

Our School Value: Forgiveness
Dear all,
Dare I say that spring has sprung? The school grounds certainly
suggest that the new season is here. As I go about my daily walk-abouts here in school I see the children all very busy with their
learning. In Class Owls they know a lovely poem about daffodils and
they were very happy to recite it to me as I admired their daffodil in
a plant pot. It really is a joy to hear the children recite poetry and
discuss the wonderful signs of spring.
Class Foxes have been trying so hard with their handwriting and have
been composing their own stories from the viewpoint of a bear, clearly
inspired by the book 'The Last Bear' written by Michael Morpurgo.
Hedgehogs are loving learning about nursery rhymes and written
about Humpty Dumpty. Great fun! I do hope that you have enjoyed
attending our Parents Evenings this week IN PERSON and being able
to celebrate your child's work and progress with the class teacher.
Thank you for arriving punctually and making the evenings very
enjoyable.
As a school we are very concerned about the need for peace in the
world and so I will end with this prayer,
Please Lord send your peace.
Peace to this world,

Peace to Ukraine.
Peace for all.
Mrs. T.A. Parton
B.Ed. (Hons) NPQH

Please report any absences by calling the school office 01785 712488
or by emailing: office@st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk

After School Clubs & The Ark
Important information for parent/carers
We are writing to inform you that the Governors will be
reviewing the fees currently charged for The Ark after school
care and after school clubs at the next LAC meeting on 24th March.
It is proposed to increase the fees from £3.50 per hour to £4.00 per hour
from 25th April 2022. This is the first increase since September 2019 and
reflects the additional staffing costs.

There will be no change to the fees for before school club or Nursery children
fees at this stage.
Payment for before and after school care/clubs can be paid using ParentPay,
Childcare Vouchers or Tax Free Childcare. Please see the office if you wish
to discuss ways to pay any further.
We will write to parents again after the LAC
meeting to advise if the proposed fees have been
approved.

Congratulations to our Superhero design competition winners!

Ash Wednesday assembly.
Mrs Parton led an Ash Wednesday assembly last week,
to remind us that we are followers of Jesus, children
were invited to have a cross on their foreheads.

In PE Hedgehogs have been using the hoops and
learning to listen to an adults instructions.

Hedgehogs helped to make up some pancake batter.
learning about what ingredients are used and
where they come from. As a treat they then got to
try a pancake!

We have been working hard on our
Maths

No nuts please
Please note due to children in school with allergies please do not send any products
containing nuts into school for break or lunch times. Thank you for your co-operation.

Free School Meals
If your circumstances have changed recently and you think you may be
entitled to Free School Meals please go to the online checker where you will get
an immediate response of yes or no. Even if your child is in Reception, Year 1
or Year 2 and receive a universal free school meal, we still need you to check
and claim so that school will receive extra funding to support your child.
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/
FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx
If you receive a yes response please let the school office know.

Lower Drayton Farm

Foxes

A reminder that all the
children will be at Lower
Drayton Farm on Wednesday. Children
are to wear their school jumpers, shirts
& ties, black jogging bottoms and they
will be wearing their wellies. If you
haven’t booked a packed lunch from the
kitchen please remember your lunch box.

Information session
reference the residential
visit to Standon Bowers
All Foxes parents are invited to
an information session with
Mrs Carrington on Wednesday
23rd March at 3:15pm.

Now that restrictions have lifted the PTA have started to plan
some events to raise much needed funds for the school for more
ICT equipment.
Firstly we will have small bunches of flowers for the children
to give their mums/grandmas for mothers day, the cost will be £2 each.
Easter is approaching fast and this year we will be having an Easter event for the
children. Children taking part can be joined by parents at 1pm half an hour before
school finishes on 8th April to take part in different tasks to solve clues to get an
Easter egg, the entry will be £3 per child

Please note children can still take part if parents are unable to join them. All entries
to be in by 30/03. A letter will be sent home next week with all this information
plus there will be consent slips to complete.
Many thanks, St Leonard’s PTA
School start times

School finish times

8:40am - Foxes with younger siblings
8:50am - Owls with younger siblings
8:55am - Hedgehogs

Please note that if you arrive after the gate has closed,
parents will need to sign the late book & your child will be
marked as late.

2:50pm - Hedgehogs with older
siblings
2:55pm - Owls with older siblings

3pm - Foxes

Don’t forget to keep up to date by following us on ..

Please search for
St Leonards First School
& Nursery

Our School website

Please search for

https://www.st-leonards-dunston.staffs.sch.uk/

@StLeonardsDunst

This week’s sign is …….
Sugar

Visual

Action

Watch how to sign it at - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dN4XuKrRaI

3 Leaf tokens awarded to those children that send in their videos of
them speaking and signing the action!

This week during worship we are
learning:
‘My Beautiful Mommy’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-iaL23Ct0U

Please follow the link above to hear the music

World Book Day
What fabulous outfits we saw at last weeks World Book Day, a
huge thank you to everyone for making such a super effort!
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Schools’ Gotta Sing

A recording of the songs choir
sang, can be found on our website
under the ‘Gallery’ page.

Special thanks to Miss Maaskant & Mrs
Walker for taking the children to
Staffords’ Gotta Sing. The children
sang amazingly well and behaviour
was excellent - a good time was had
by all.

Foxes enjoyed a
little treat of trying
a pancake whilst
learning all about
Shrove Tuesday.

Monday 14th March

Red Noses on sale on the gate

Wednesday 16th March

Whole school trip to Lower Drayton Farm

Wednesday 23rd March

Stanton Bowers information session 3:15pm - Foxes parents

Thursday 24th March

9.15am Mothers Day Service in church - parents welcome

Thursday 24th March

Cross Country at Marsh brook

Thursday 7th April

Easter Service in church - parents welcome

Friday 8th April

Term Ends at 1:30pm following PTFA Easter Egg Hunt

Thursday 26th May

Extra Bank Holiday (Queen’s Jubilee) - school closed

Thursday 3rd June

Train like an Athlete Day - more info to follow

Red Nose Day - 18th March 2022
It's Red Nose Day on Friday 18th March and, as usual, we will be joining
in the fun to raise some money for charity. Red Noses will be on sale at
school from Monday 14th March at a cost of £1.50 each.
There will be celebrity Red Nose and Spoon races on BBC's The One Show
from 7th - 11th March, so we have decided to hold our own races at school. All children
who purchase a red nose, either from school or elsewhere, will be able to take part in a Red
Nose and Spoon race on Red Nose Day.
This year, Blue Peter will be celebrating Red Nose Day by helping children across the UK to
unleash their inner superhero, so, for a £2 donation, the children may come to school on
Friday 18th March dressed as a superhero. This could be a traditional superhero outfit whether it's as Superman, Wonder Woman, a superhero of your own creation, a famous
person who inspires you, or simply an expression of your own inner superhero. Maybe we
have some famous dancers/singers/Olympians/goalkeepers in the making! It's completely
up to you as this year's Red Nose Day theme is all about 'You'!
Kind Regards,
Miss S Laing

