
Y1/2   Year A   Spring Term 
Topic: This Is Me 
Subject: Art – Portraits 

National Curriculum Objectives Key Knowledge and Vocabulary 

• to use a range of materials creatively to design 
and make products 

• to use drawing, painting and sculpture to 
develop and share their ideas, experiences and 
imagination 

• to develop a wide range of art and design 
techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and space 

• to learn about the work of a range of artists, 
craft makers and designers, describing the 
differences and similarities between different 
practices and disciplines, and making links to 
their own work. 

Know and explain what a portrait is. Understand that a portrait 
is a picture of one person or a small group of people.  
Know that Leonardo da Vinci, Henri Matisse and Gustav 
Klimt are famous artists. 
Note similarities and differences between 3 famous portraits by 
the above artists (Mona Lisa, Portrait of Madame Matisse 
(Green Stripe) and Adele Bloch-Bauer 1) 
Draw a self-portrait and understand how to: 
Draw face as an egg shape. 
Add eyes, nose, and mouth in the right place. 
Choose the right colours for skin, hair, and features.  
 
Know that Pablo Picasso was a famous artist who painted 
portraits. 
Talk about the colours that Picasso used in his portraits. 
Know that different colours can be used to show different 
emotions and that warm colours can be used to convey 
happiness and cool colours can be used to convey sadness 
(Link to last term’s work on colour) 
Know that Picasso had a phase in his painting where he made 
lots of blue paintings and that this was called his Blue Period. 
Use colours to portray emotions in a portrait. 
 
Know the difference between a realistic portrait and an 
abstract portrait. 
Know that Picasso also painted some abstract portraits known 
as cubist paintings. 
Know that cubist paintings are not realistic, and are made up of 
lots of shapes. 
Know that Picasso’s Cubist paintings were very different to the 
art he had made before. 
Know what a collage is. 
Use collage materials to make an abstract portrait. 
 
Know that Paul Klee was an artist who used watercolours 
and line-drawing in his portraits. 
Look at a range of Paul Klee’s work and discuss how he used 
a colourful watercolour background and created portraits over 
the top using simple lines. 
Know how to use watercolours to create a background by: 
Sweeping watercolour paint across the paper with a brush. 
Dabbing the paintbrush on the page to create a pattern. 
Using lots of different colours. 
 
Know that a line drawing is created using only simple lines. 
Know that a line drawing is usually monochrome. 
Know the difference between curved and straight lines. 
Use straight and curved lines to create a drawing of a moving 
person from a photograph. 
 
Know that Andy Warhol was a famous artist who made 
portraits of famous people. (Explain that they will learn much 
more about Warhol in Class Foxes) 
Know that Warhol used repeated images and bright colours. 
Know that Warhol was a pop artist and that he used a 
technique called screen printing to create lots of prints that 
look the same. 
Know that he often changed the colours of the pictures. 
Create a Pop Art portrait using oil pastels to add bright colours 
to a repeated image and a range of unrealistic colours. 

 

 

Links to our school values 
Thankfulness 
Respect 
 
 

Texts to support learning 
 
Fiction 

       
 

Bob the Artist/Bob’s Blue Period  - Marion 
Deuchars 
    
 
Non-Fiction 
 

    
Picasso’s Trousers – Nicholas Allen 
Pablo Picasso – Mike Venezia 

 


